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St. Paul and Redeemer Sermon– Who Gets a Place at the Table – 09.01.19 

Thank you for welcoming me to St Paul and the Redeemer, I have been here for a few weeks now and 

continue to feel good not only about the congregation, but the spirit that is here. I am honored to be 

able to learn and worship from and with you.  

Today I think it is important that we explore what it means to have a place at the table. With that being 

said I can’t ignore the Spirit. I find it is no coincidence that I am in the throes of wedding planning and 

our Gospel for today involves guidelines for planning a wedding feast. It has some valuable information 

but I wish it could also mention what to do about those individuals who have seem to invite themselves 

without receiving a formal invitation and more importantly how to stay in shape so I can fit into my suit.  

Last week we heard how Jesus healed the woman who because of her affliction was bent over for 18 

years of her life. This highly controversial act attracted the attention of the ruling powers because he 

healed on the Sabbath.  Jesus now finds himself at the home of the head Pharisee. Something about the 

way the events played out lead me to believe that Jesus’ presence there was some sort of trap because 

they were watching him closely, waiting for him to do something they would not approve of. The 

lectionary for today leaves out a bit of information. There was a man who was afflicted with dropsy, 

something we now refer to as an edema, or the build of fluid in the body that causes severe pain. We 

know already that individuals who were differently abled were treated as lower class citizens during this 

time. Why is he there? This is the type of person who wouldn’t have a place at the table. Why is he at 

the house of the head Pharisee? I feel that Jesus seeing this remembers the backlash from healing the 

woman previously and asks the lawyers and other Pharisees “Is it lawful to cure people on the sabbath, 

or not?” No one says anything, and Jesus heals the man. He then asks if your child or ox falls into a well, 

wouldn’t you get them out regardless of the day. Again, they did not respond but were humbled.  

 What our Gospel gives us is two parables. The first comes when Jesus observes the other guests trying 

to take places of honor, places that would highlight or even enhance their status just so they can be 

seen. Jesus tells them not to take the place of honor, he tells them to give up their seat and when you 

do the host will invite you over to ‘move up higher’ to a place where you will be honored by those at the 

table. This parable is Jesus teaching about the kingdom of God. He is reminding them to be humble. 

These people have lived lives of privilege for so long that they were only concerned about themselves, 

let alone those who would not have a place at the table. Jesus says, “for all who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” (Luke 14.11) Although this story is found 

only in Luke, it is an important lesson that parallels what can be found in Mark, Matthew, and Luke, that 

says, the first will be last, and the last will be first.  

Jesus also has some words for the host. He tells them that when they have a luncheon or dinner, not to 

invite those who you know so you can get something in return, but to invite those who would usually 

not have a place at the table. “...Invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind, and you will be 

blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

(Luke 14.13-14) The act of service is just that, service. When you serve it’s done without expecting 

something in return, but to do something for someone else.  

Luke gives us much to think about. In these parables and in Jesus’ actions we are learn about what will 

happen in the future and how we will be blessed. We also get a to see something about discipleship 
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through the contrast with what the Pharisees have been doing. According to Luke, Jesus is seeking out 

the lost, the disenfranchised, those left behind by society.  

Tomorrow is Labor Day, and I can’t help but to think about the lost, the disenfranchised, those left 

behind by society, those who did not have a place at the table. I can’t help to think about those, who 

have labored, and given their lives so that I could be here. 

400 years ago, during what I can expect to be a hot and humid day, on August of 1619, 20 Africans 

abducted and bound arrived in Virginia, at the port of Alexandria to be sold into slavery. What 

transpired after that continues to shape the fabric of all our lives either directly or indirectly. I am not 

from this country but being from the Caribbean gives me a slightly different relationship to slavery. My 

story involves colonization from the Dutch, and English and at present is bound to the residual effects of 

racism, and Jim Crowe. In addition to that, I was also an immigrant for about 25 years before becoming 

naturalized. I would like to believe all this gives me different perspectives on events here and abroad, 

different ways of seeing things, unfortunately it may also give me more opportunities to witness not 

having a place at the table. Not being afforded the chance to participate, to have a voice, to be left out, 

to not be fed. The church historically has taken part in this, whether it was in slavery or in not allowing a 

place at the table for those who were different. I remember a few years ago someone asked me why I 

am a part of the Episcopal Church given its history. When I consider that question, the role of the 

church, and slavery, I am reminded by the words of Bryan Stevenson that you may have heard already 

but they ring so loudly, “each one of us is more than the worst thing we’ve ever done.” (Stevenson, 

Bryan.  Just Mercy, p.17-18) 

The lessons of humility and hospitality heard in our Gospel, should be our themes for the day. The first 

lesson also shows us Jeremiah’s prophecy that spoke of the evils of not keeping God first, and the 

dangers of only building up oneself. Admitting to wrong that has been done and working towards justice 

for others is a sign of humility. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry encouraged parishes throughout the 

country to commemorate that event 400 years ago and its effects. In dealing with its complex history, 

the Episcopal Church, has included Reconciliation as a focus for ministry. Reconciliation being defined as 

“the spiritual practice of seeking, loving, liberating and life-giving relationship with God and one 

another, and striving to heal and transform injustice and brokenness in ourselves, our communities, 

institutions, and society.” (https://www.episcopalchurch.org/racial-reconciliation)  

Hospitality can be seen as a more intentional practice to go beyond its boundaries to what we know 

now as radical hospitality, something that is a regular practice here at SPR. Our reading from Hebrews 

calls for us to engage in radical hospitality, “...for by doing that some have entertained angels without 

knowing it.” (Heb. 13.2) I feel Paul contextually had ideas on what he believed to be God’s judgement 

that are antiquated, but our letter from Paul today ends with another pearl that speaks directly to the 

overall picture of discipleship and ministry, “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for 

such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Heb.13.16)  

So, who gets a place at the table? The answer should be everyone. One of the main factors that 

determines who gets a place at the table is privilege. We may not be able to avoid privilege, but we can 

use it bring others in, who are left out. Jesus was invited to the table, maybe not for honorable reasons, 

maybe it was to catch him healing on the sabbath, but he did advocate for those who usually would not 

be invited and taught humility and hospitality. It is through humility and hospitality that we can avoid 

the mistakes of the Pharisees and the mistakes of the past. Our context, in different ways, continues to 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/racial-reconciliation
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neglect the poor, the differently abled, and the disenfranchised. It also continues to sow the seeds that 

were planted 400 years ago through systemic factors that enable only some to be at the table. Mitzi J. 

Smith, professor of New Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary tells us “wealth and position are a 

blessing when shared for the betterment of humanity. We often confuse privileges with blessings.” I 

believe hard work can take us places. We are blessed not because of what it can do for us, but in the 

opportunities, it provides for others. My charge to you would be to practice more humility and 

hospitality. Also, wherever you are, be it a meeting, work, or community event, look around and take 

note of who is not there. Know that you have some type of privilege, whatever it is, and use it to bring 

up those who are not present. Our Gospel reminds us that it is never too late, we are called to recognize 

what is going on and work on creating space at the table. 

 

Amen 


