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Looking for a room? Find a map on the Welcome Table at the west entrance of the church.

Some Helpful Things
to Know Today

A Little About

Our Vision
We seek to become a community that mirrors the radical hospitality practiced 
by Jesus. We do that in five important ways: We praise God, invite all, connect 
lives, nurture faith, and serve neighbor. 

St. Paul & the Redeemer

Let’s Get Connected
Fill out one of these cards, which you 
can find in the backs of the chairs 
and drop it in the offering basket or 
give it to a member of the clergy. 

OR
Stop by the Welcome Table, which is 
near the west entrance to the church.

AND
Check-in and follow SPR on 
social media: facebook.com/
sprchicago and @sprchicago

You Are Welcome

Can I receive Communion?
Yes. Everyone, without exception, is invited to receive Communion. 

When am I supposed to stand?
At any point in the service, it’s perfectly fine for you to remain seated as you’re com-
fortable. We do have customary times when we stand or kneel; these are indicat-
ed by the italicized instructions throughout the service. There are also times when 
it is customary to cross ourselves, and if you wish to do so, the  +  indicates that.

Are children welcome here?
Yes. Children are invited to participate actively in the service. Also, coloring pages, 
crayons, and books are at the entrances to the church. Nursery care is available 
during the services for children ages 0-4. The Nursery is down the southwest stairs. 
And finally, changing tables are in the downstairs restrooms and the Nursery. 

Where are the restrooms?
There are single-user, gender-neutral restrooms down the southwest stairs and 
also through the northeast door of the sanctuary. 

How do I find my way around?
There’s a map at the Welcome Table near the west entrance to the church. Also feel 
free to ask anyone to help you around.

Is there wheelchair accessibility?
Yes. An accessible restroom is through the northeast door of the sanctuary. There 
is an elevator which gives access to the First floor, Lower level and Parish Hall. 
Everyone is invited to remain seated at any point during the service as they need.

How about hearing assistance?
We can help there, too. Hearing-assistance devices are available from the ushers.
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The Hymnal 1982 #99 “Go tell it on the mountain”
Words: African-American spiritual 19th cent.; adapt. John W. Work (1901-1967)
Music: Go Tell It on the Mountain, 76. 76 with Refrain, Afro-American spiritual, 19th cent.; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (1935-2009)
Arr. Copyright © 1984 Horace Clarence Boyer. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

All remain seated and sing.

Jazz Prelude on “Go tell it on the mountain”
Music: Negro spiritual, adapt. John Wesley Work (1873-1925); arr. Michael Hassell

Prelude
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Sung by the choir.

Samantha Farmilant, soprano 
Words: the brothers Wedderburn (fl. 1548)
Music: Peter Warlock (1894-1930)

“Balulalow” from Three Carols

O my dear hert,
Young Jesu sweet,
Prepare thy creddil in my spreit.
And I sall rock thee in my hert,
And never mair from thee depert.
But I sall praise thee evermore,
With sangis sweet unto thy glor.
The knees of my hert sall I bow,
And sing that richt Balulalow.

“Maria durch ein’n Dornwald ging” (“Maria walks amid the thorn”)

Maria walks amid the thorn, Kyrie eleison.
Maria walks amid the thorn, Which seven years no leaf has born. Jesus and Maria.

What ’neath her heart doth Mary bear? Kyrie eleison.
A little child doth Mary bear, Beneath her heart He nestles there. Jesus and Maria.

And as the two are passing near, Kyrie eleison.
Lo! roses on the thorns appear, Lo! roses on the thorns appear. Jesus and Maria

Christopher Kimmons, guitar
Music: German, 16th cent. or earlier; arr. 

All sing.

Instrumental Solo
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“The hands that first held Mary’s child”
Words: Thomas H. Troeger (b. 1945)
Music: Forest Green, CMD; English; harm. by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
Words Copyright © 1994 Oxford University Press
Harm. Copyright © Oxford University Press

Les anges dans nos campagnes The angels in our fields
Ont entonné l’hymne des cieux, Intoned the hymn of the heavens,
Et l’écho de nos montagnes  And the echo of our mountains
Redit ce chant mélodieux.  Repeats this melodious song.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.   Glory to God in the highest.

Bergers, pourquoi cette fête?  Shepherds, why this feast?
Quel est l’objet de tous ces chants? What is the object of all these songs?
Quel vainqueur, quelle conquête Which conqueror, which conquest
Mérite ces cris triomphants?  Merits these triumphant cries?
Gloria in excelsis Deo.   Glory to God in the highest.

Cherchons tous l’heureux village Let’s all look for the happy village
Qui l’a vu naître sous ses toits; Which saw him born under its roofs;
Offrons lui le tendre hommage, Let us offer him tender homage,
Et de nos coeurs et de nos voix. Both from our hearts and our voices.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.   Glory to God in the highest.

Bergers, quittez vos retraites,  Shepherds, leave your shelters,
Unissez vous à leur concerts,  Join their concerts,
Et que vos tendres musettes,  And that your tender musettes
Fassent retenir les airs.  Keep the tunes.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.   Glory to God in the highest.

Sung by the choir.

Words: French carol, 18th cent.
Music: French carol, 18th cent.; arr. Alice Parker (b. 1925)
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“Polish Dance” (Yuletide Festivities)

Eddie Christensen, violin; Clara Soh-Hyun Christensen, piano
Music: Edmund Severn (1862-1942)

Instrumental Solo

All Sing.

“When Heavenly Wisdom came down”
Words: Michael Hewlett
Music: Keel Row, 11. 10. 11. 10 D, Northumbrian air; adapt. John Maynard

Christopher Kimmons, guitar; Thomas Christensen, triangle
Words: Robert Herrick (1591-1674)
Music: Michael Fink

What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol for to sing
The birth of this our heav’nly King?

Awake the voice! Awake the string! Heart, ear and eye and ev’rything.
Awake! awake! the while the active finger
Runs division with the singer.
What sweeter music can we bring?

Sung by the choir.
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All Sing.

The Hymnal 1982 #105 “God rest you merry, gentlemen”
Words: London carol, 18th cent.
Music: God Rest You Merry, 76. 76. 86 with Refrain, melody from Little Book of Christmas Carols, ca. 1850; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944)



8

All stand as able and sing.

The Hymnal 1982 #83 “O come, all ye faithful”
Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others. Music: Adeste fideles, Irr., present form of melody att. John Francis Wade (1711-1786); harm. 
The English Hymnal, 1906; reharms. and descants by Noel Rawsthorne; David Willcocks (1919-2015); R. Middleton

The  Word of God
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+ Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God, for ever and ever.

Station at the Christmas Creche
The glory of the Lord has been revealed:
And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God.
Let us pray.
Most merciful and loving God, you have made this day holy by the incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ, and by the child-bearing of 
Mary, the Theotokos: Grant that we your people may enter with joy into the celebration of this day, and may also rejoice for ever as 
your adopted sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Presider censes the creche during the following hymn.

All sing.
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God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, you have caused this holy night 
to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 
Grant that we, who have known 
the mystery of that Light on earth, 
may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, 
one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen.

Please be seated.

The Hymnal 1982 #100 “Joy to the world”
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. Music: Antioch, CM with Refrain, Georg Friedrich Händel (1685-1759); adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason (1792-1872)

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels;
all day and all night
    they shall never be silent.
You who remind the Lord,
    take no rest,
and give him no rest
    until he establishes Jerusalem 
    and makes it renowned throughout the earth.
The Lord has sworn by his right hand
    and by his mighty arm:
I will not again give your grain
    to be food for your enemies,
and foreigners shall not drink the wine
    for which you have labored;
but those who garner it shall eat it
    and praise the Lord,
and those who gather it shall drink it
    in my holy courts.

Go through, go through the gates,
    prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway,
    clear it of stones, 
    lift up an ensign over the peoples.
The Lord has proclaimed
    to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion,
    “See, your salvation comes;
his reward is with him,
    and his recompense before him.”
They shall be called, “The Holy People,
    The Redeemed of the Lord”;
and you shall be called, “Sought Out,
    A City Not Forsaken.”

The Lessons
A reading from the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah 62:6-12

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Words: Refrain, Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL; verses, The Revised Grail Psalms Copyright © 2010 Conception Abbey and The Grail, admin. by GIA 
Publications, Inc.
Music: Leon C. Roberts (d. 1999), Copyright © 2007 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721.  

The Choir introduces the Refrain, which all repeat. The verses are sung by soloists. All sing the Refrain where indicated.

Psalm 96.1-3, 11-14

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that 
we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life.

Titus 3:4-7A reading from the letter to Titus.

O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
O sing to the Lord; bless his name. Refrain

Proclaim his salvation day by day. 
Tell among the nations his glory, and his wonders among all the peoples. Refrain

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad; let the sea and all within it thunder praise. 
Let the land and all it bears rejoice. Then will all the trees of the wood shout for joy. Refrain

At the presence of the Lord, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with justice; he will govern the peoples with his truth. Refrain
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My Heart Sings Out #67 “The Virgin Mary had a baby boy”
Words: West Indian Carol
Music: West Indian Carol, acc. Robert J. Batastini (b. 1942)
Words & Music Copyright © Boosey and Co., Ltd.

All stand as able and sing.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went 
to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn.

At the + below, you are invited to trace a cross over your forehead, your mouth, and over your heart.

+ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  Luke 2:1-20
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see– I 
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Sermon
Today’s Preacher: Rev’d Julianne Buenting, Interim Rector    

We ask that parents take crying infants to the Narthex or Nursery. We ask that parents take crying infants to the Narthex or Nursery.

The Prayers of the People
Let us pray. 

All stand. 

Let us pray in the peace of God, that all the gifts we shall give and receive in these days be but small tokens of the gift that shines forth 
in God’s Word made flesh this night. And from grateful hearts let us intercede for all who find themselves longing for this deepest, 
truest gift, saying, 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

May the peace proclaimed by angels in the shepherds’ field be realized on every field of war and on every street of violence.  
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

May the child born to us find in our hearts a warm welcome by our openness to the needs of the homeless and the hungry.  
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

In this time of gift giving, may we become more responsive to the abandoned, the despairing, and the mourning. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

May the rejoicing of this day be a bond leading us to true communion of life and worship. 
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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Glory, Hallelujah to the newborn King!
Our Savior born in Bethlehem, the angels told his birth. They sang glory to our God and peace on earth.
The shepherds went to Bethlehem to see the holy child, born in a manger so humble, meek and mild.

The Holy Communion

Presentation
Please stand as able when the clergy go to the altar. 
When the Thurifer (incense-bearer) bows to the congregation, return the bow as able.

Wesley Clerge & Luther Lewis III, solos
Words: Traditional
Music: Spiritual, arr. Isaac “Ike” Williams

May the joy and consolation of the wonderful Counselor enliven all who are struck down by disease and illness, including Sarojini 
Vundi (mother of Padma Vundi), Rock Sehr, William Starnes (father of Pam Anderson), Anna Lang (godmother of Cheryl Vanorsby), 
Jewel Starnes (mother of Pam Anderson), Leatrice Mowatt, Jerry DeMuth, Dot Baker, Rosemary Gooden, Stacey Gray (niece of Ron 
& Leslie Gatton), Patsy Steimer (friend of Carolyn Pereira), Sue Fenn, Katherine Beetle Broadway (friends and family of Tonsgards), 
Lee Allen and Rebecca (friends of Jane Stuart), Bronwen O’Wril (sister of Persis Berlekamp), Chris Wiley (cousin of Camille Long), 
Barbara Brown (sister of Crystal Plummer), and George & Olive Whitley.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

May the blessed hope we celebrate at Christmas be the fulfillment of all who have gone before us in faith.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

I invite you to offer your own prayers and thanksgivings, ending each with “Lord, in your mercy.”

God of darkness and silence, you have pierced the quiet of this night by the utterance of your Word in our flesh. May our words of 
prayer and praise echo the song of the angels, so that all might come to  the peace you promise in Jesus, who is Lord and God this 
night and forever. Amen.

Adapted from Intercessions for the Christian People

The Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you. 

All greet one another and return to their seats.

Sung by the Choir.

Offertory
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All sing.

The Hymnal 1982  #79 “O little town of Bethlehem”, stanzas 1-4
Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)
Music: St. Louis, CMD, Lewis H. Redner (1831-1908)
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10 

 

All stand when the Presider stands to approach the altar. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Said at 9:15. Chanted at 11:15. 

Presider: 

People: 

Presider: 

People: 

Presider: 

People: 
 

The Holy Communion 

The Offertory 

Creating God 
Creating God, your fingers trace the bold designs of farthest space; let sun and moon and stars and 
light and what lies hidden praise your might. Sustaining God, your hands uphold earth’s mysteries 
known or yet untold;; let water’s fragile blend with air, enabling life, proclaim your care. Redeeming 
God, your arms embrace all now despised for creed or race; let peace, descending like a dove, make 
known on earth your healing love. Indwelling God, your gospel claims one family with a billion names; 
let every life be touched by grace until we see you face to face.  
Words:  Jeffrey Rowthorn (b. 1934) 
Music: David Hurd (b. 1950) 

our

It is truly right to glorify you, O God, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from 
before time and for ever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the 
splendor of your radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you 
unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we 
sing,

All sing.

Music: from A Community Mass, Richard Proulx (1927-2010)
Music Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721

The Great Thanksgiving
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, 
giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in 
seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to 
hope for salvation.
Gracious God, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit, born of our sister Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, 
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and 
made the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those 
who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”
God of hope, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming 
his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, 
this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, + and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and 
showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, 
and preserve it in peace.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with Mary, the Mother of God, with the patriarchs & matriarchs, prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
for ever and ever.  AMEN.

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen.

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Book of Common Prayer (1979), Eucharist Prayer D; alt
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The gifts of God for the people of God.

All, without exception, are invited to receive Communion.  If you want gluten-free bread, tell the priest.  If you would like a blessing in 
place of Communion, cross your arms over your chest.

The ushers will help each section up to the altar. But don’t worry; all will be fed. 

The Hymnal 1982 #79 “O little town of Bethlehem”, stanza 5 only
Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)
Music: St. Louis, CMD, Lewis H. Redner (1831-1908)

The Breaking of the Bread
All sing.
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What is this lovely fragrance wafting 
Like to the scents of flowers in spring! 
Shepherds, O tell us, whence such beauty, 
Hear you not heavenly caroling? 
What is this light so fair, so tender 
Breaking upon our wondering eyes?
Never the Morning Star so radiant
Followed his course o’er eastern skies.

Shepherds, O haste with eager footsteps
Seek the Savior, born today.
Low at his feet we lay our treasure,
Heart’s adoration, love for aye.

Words: 17th cent. French traditional; tr.
Music: French traditional carol, arr. Healey Willan (1880-1968)

Sung by the choir.

All sing.

“What feast of love”
Words: Delores Dufner, OSB (b. 1939). Music: Greensleeves, 8 7 8 7 6 7 6 7, English ballad, 16th cent.. Words Copyright © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB, admin. OCP Publications
Notes: Delores Dufner is a member of the Sisters of the Order of St. Benedict in St. Joseph, MN, and a prolific hymn-writer
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All sing.

The Hymnal 1982 #111 “Silent night”
Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885)
Music: Stille Nacht, Irr., melody Franz Xaver Gruber (1787-1863); harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824-1910), arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (1935-2009)

Sending Forth
Let us pray. 
Please stand.

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
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All sing.

The Presider blesses the People. You are invited to cross yourself as the Presider traces a cross over the congregation.

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
AMEN

The Hymnal 1982 #87 “Hark! the heard angels sing”
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt.
Music: Mendelssohn, 77. 77. D with Refrain, Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831-1915); reharm. and descant David Willcocks (1919-2015)
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Noël no. 10 (Grand jeu et duo)
Music: Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772)

notes: Louis-Claude Daquin was a virtuoso French keyboardist of Jewish heritage who drew both royal attention and large audiences for his performances. He was appointed organist 
at St. Paul’s Church in Paris in 1727. The organ noël was a popular genre in Baroque Paris, often drawing crowds to church masses, sometimes to the consternation of the priests for the 
misplaced loyalty of the worshipers. This particular noël is based on either or both of these carols: «Quand Dieu naquit à Noël» or «Bon Joseph, écoutez-moi». A translation of the former 
reads: “When God was born at Christmas In the land of Judea, That solemn day Was bathed in joy. There was no man, great or small, Who did not bring his present And did not o, o, o, 
o, And did not offer, fer, fer, And did not offer ceaselessly All his wealth and riches.”
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Merry 
Christmas

We wish you and your loved ones a very

and many blessings in the New Year!

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE AT 10 AM ONLY.

SUNDAY SERVICES ON DECEMBER 30 WILL BE AT 8 AM & 10 AM ONLY.

THREE SERVICES (8 AM, 9:15 AM and 11:15 AM) RESUME 
ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 6: THE EPIPHANY

PLEASE JOIN US TO CONTINUE CELEBRATING FOR ALL TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMASTIDE.
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