
SPR SERMON       Rev. Julianne Buenting+  

Second Sunday after Pentecost 6.3.18    1 Samuel 3:1-10 

 

 

“The word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.”    

 

So, today’s Hebrew Scripture reading tells us as it introduces us to the young Samuel who was 

serving the Lord under the high priest Eli.  It is helpful to recall that young Samuel was 

something of a miracle himself, having been conceived by his mother Hannah after years of 

infertility ended only after she prayed to God and promised that if she conceived and bore a son, 

she would dedicate him to the Lord’s service by the special consecration known as the nazirite 

vow.  When Hannah made her prayer for divine intervention in the matter of her childlessness, 

Eli saw her praying silently with only her lips moving and accused her of being intoxicated. But 

Hannah was one of the Bible’s women who was no shrinking violet, and she stood up to Eli and 

informed him of her situation and her prayer for a son.   Eli prayed that God would grant her 

petition.    

 

And Hannah did bear a son, Samuel, and once he was weaned she brought him to serve the Lord 

with Eli, as she had promised.  I Samuel 1: 26-28 tells of Hannah’s return to Eli with the child 

Samuel: 

And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was 

standing here in your presence, praying to the LORD. 27 For this child I prayed; and 

the LORD has granted me the petition that I made to him. 28 Therefore I have lent 

him to the LORD; as long as he lives, he is given to the LORD.” 

She left him there for the LORD. 

 

It is passed down in Jewish tradition that Samuel was twelve years old when the incident 

described in today’s reading happened. He had been with Eli for some time, as Hannah brought 

him to Eli soon after he was weaned.  And even though he has been given to God and dedicated 

to the Lord since his birth, Samuel “did not yet know the Lord and the word of the Lord had not 

yet been revealed to him.”  In the night, the boy Samuel awakens to his name being called and 

runs to Eli to respond to the call.  Eli didn’t call him and sends him back to sleep. This happens a 

second time: “Samuel, Samuel” awakens the boy and again he goes to Eli in response. And Eli 

patiently tells Samuel that he did not call and sends him back to sleep. 

 

A third time it happens, “Samuel, Samuel!”   And a third time Samuel runs to Eli.  Now at this 

point, if I were in Eli’s place, I imagine that I might have been more than a little testy at having 

my sleep interrupted a third time.  But this third time, Eli has realized that God was calling to 

Samuel.  And Eli explains what Samuel is to do if he hears this call again.   Samuel is to say, 

simply, “Speak, Lord for your servant is listening.” 

 

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.  

 

It sounds so simple, and yet this story hints that some caution is advisable when listening for the 

divine.   We might wonder at Eli, that aged and experienced high priest, and why it took three 

go-rounds for him to suspect that the Lord might be calling Samuel.   



Initially, we respond with an instantaneous reflex, not unlike the knee-jerk when someone taps 

our patellar tendon and our lower leg jumps out.  Samuel heard his name called, and he 

responded to run to Eli to see what he needed.  No need for much thought here: who else would 

be calling his name but Eli?  And Eli needn’t ponder too much- of the boy heard something and 

came to Eli, that is to be expected.   

 

And the second time, we might start to consider what is going on…  but still we react according 

to our usual patterns and habits.  Within our frameworks of what we know, our expertise and 

what is familiar and has worked for us up until now. 

 

Things shift dramatically on the third time; as Eli provides a new perspective on what’s 

happening and offers a new way of responding that opens Samuel to hearing the Lord’s voice.   

 

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. 

 

Today, we will have the opportunity to hear from the Rector Search Committee about the 

summary results of the Church Assessment Tool, the CAT, and of the focus group sessions held 

after the CAT.  And I would like to suggest that our responses to that summary may be rather 

like Samuel and Eli to Samuel’s call.  At first, we may want to spring right to action, or rather re-

action, to what we hear. 

 

Second, we might want to respond in our highly capable, high functioning, and familiar areas of 

expertise and life experience.  We may feel quite ready to move the project of searching for a 

new rector to its next tasks.  Because being in a time of transition is uncomfortably liminal, and 

the sooner we get through it, the better, right? 

 

I suggest that Eli’s third approach is significant for this community as we receive in the CAT and 

focus group reports.  Samuel needed Eli’s perception of God’s call to Samuel and his guidance is 

how to respond, despite his life commitment to God.  And so, for us as committed members of 

this faith community, our encounter with God’s direction develops and is discerned by 

communal perspectives.   We learn to hear the voice of God by listening deeply to one another.  

It’s one of the ways that we can tangibly say “Speak Lord, your servant is listening” in our lives 

and our day.  These results provide an aggregate snapshot of this community in April and May of 

2018. It’s not the last word or the whole picture.  Still it gives the opportunity to gaze in the 

mirror of our life together, to look for new understandings and appreciations on our life together.  

In that sense, it is a way of God speaking to us through one another, and a chance for us to pause, 

really pause, and ponder our journey together and to co-create with God our future together.   

 

Speak, Lord, your servants are listening. 

 

 

 

 

 


