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Moving house is not fun, even when a positive event (marriage, a new job, buying one’s 

first home) precipitates it.  The packing, schlepping and then unpacking are plain, old 
hard work. And then, for months after, there is the searching for items unpacked and put 

away so hurriedly that we don’t know exactly where they are.  At our house, we have 

taken to calling a family conference in the kitchen before launching into a search for a 

missing item, just in case one of us actually remembers where we put the needed item.  

The longest search this week was for baking soda: we found three containers of baking 
powder before a further half an hour’s digging in the pantry unearthed the baking soda.  

And thus were we able to continue with the baking of chocolate chip cookies.  A 

modicum of normalcy restored, at least momentarily. 

 

In today’s opening prayer, we prayed that God would grant us the grace “to love what 

you command and to desire what you promise” that “among the swift and varied changes 

of the world, our hearts may be fixed where true joys are to be found”.   The swift and 
varied changes of the world:  although we have been praying these words every fifth 

Sunday of Lent since the current version of the Book of Common Prayer came out, the 

accelerated pace of our lives in 2018 seems to me to make the plea for hearts fixed where 

true joys are found more plaintive and, dare I say, forlorn.     

 

Forlorn:  pitifully sad, and abandoned or lonely.  In the case of minor changes that 
would be an overly dramatic adjective to describe our reactions- for example, we were 

not forlorn at not being able to locate the baking soda.   

 

But forlorn is absolutely spot-on to describe our reactions to other changes, especially the 

ones that come to us unbidden, unwanted,  

and way out of our control.  We all experience them: a sudden illness, the loss of a loved 

one, a change in leadership that throws things out of kilter at work or at church.  And it 
would be downright dishonest not to name what we feel as sadness and grief, even 

forlornness. 

 

Today’s scriptures show us hope in the face of such forlorn changes.  The reading from 

Jeremiah is a selection from the chapters of that book known as the “little book of 

consolations.”  Recall that the historical context of Jeremiah is a time of utter tragedy in 

the history of Israel.  They are facing the destruction of their nation by outside 
conquerors.  The question of whether God has abandoned them is salient.  And the 

prophetic word we hear today speaks of renewal of the covenant by writing on the 

peoples’ hearts. “I will be their God and they will be my people…. No longer shall they 

teach one another… for they all shall know me…” 

 

In the midst of  crisis, the seeds of hope are sown  “The days are surely coming” is the 

promise of God who will “remember their sin no more.”    This image of God bespeaks a 
God longing to renew a relationship, even though it has gone sideways in the past. This 



God gives hope by promising to forget the failings of the people, and even more to 

deepen the relationship so that all shall know God.  In the midst of suffering, exile and 
calamity, the prophetic voice points to the hope of God’s continuing promise of renewed 

relationship. This God longs for relationship with humankind. 

 

Similarly, today’s Gospel passage presents Jesus contending with imminent arrest and 

execution.  “And now my soul if troubled” we are told, with Jesus debating whether to 

ask for a reprieve. Forlorn would fit here too, even though John’s Gospel doesn’t let us 

linger there before turning to Jesus’ surrender to the glorification of God’s name.    

 

The word of hope that I want to point out today is what Jesus goes on to say, “for when I 
am lifted up from the earth, (I) will draw all people to myself.”  Even when facing a 

calamitous end to his earthly ministry, in these words of Jesus,  I hear in an echo of 

Jeremiah’s prophecy about God’s faithfulness and passionate desire for relationship with 

humankind.  Jesus’ words again emphasize the divine desire to attract and draw all into 

deeply knowing relationship with God. 

 

I wonder whether some of us have been feeling more than a little forlorn lately, buffeted 
by the swift and varied changes of our time:  

 changes in our wider world and changes in our community  

 here at SPR, with the departure of a dear and respected  

 clergy leader and the start of the search process.   

 

Naming that forlornness is an important part of preparing for what is next.   

 

Today we are reminded that  

 

 the hope-filled seeds of the future have already been planted,  

 

 that God’s desire for us is unwavering, and  

 

 that this SPR household of faith,   

   while experiencing an unexpected change and its  

   accompanying grief,   

 

 also knows where its true joy is found:  

 

 in following Jesus together in service  and welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


