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Some Helpful Things
to Know Today

A Little About

Our Vision
We seek to become a community that mirrors the radical hospitality practiced 
by Jesus. We do that in five important ways: We praise God, invite all, connect 
lives, nurture faith, and serve neighbor. 

St. Paul & the Redeemer

Let’s Get Connected
Fill out one of these cards, which you 
can find in the backs of the chairs 
and drop it in the offering basket or 
give it to a member of the clergy. 

OR
Stop by the Welcome Table, which is 
near the west entrance to the church.

AND
Check-in and follow SPR on 
social media: facebook.com/
sprchicago and @sprchicago

Become a Member
All are welcome to be here and explore without exception. If you would like to 
learn more about our parish and meet interesting people, plan on attending  
an SPR 101 class. The Fall class concluded. Look for the next one in the new 
year. 

You Are Welcome

Can I receive Communion?
Yes. Everyone, without exception, is invited to receive Communion. 

When am I supposed to stand?
At any point in the service, it’s perfectly fine for you to remain seated as you’re com-
fortable. We do have customary times when we stand or kneel; these are indicat-
ed by the italicized instructions throughout the service. There are also times when 
it is customary to cross ourselves, and if you wish to do so, the  +  indicates that.

Are children welcome here?
Yes. Children are invited to participate actively in the service. Also, coloring pages, 
crayons, and books are at the entrances to the church. Nursery care is available 
during the services for children ages 0-4. The Nursery is down the southwest stairs. 
And finally, changing tables are in the downstairs restrooms and the Nursery. 

Where are the restrooms?
There are single-user, gender-neutral restrooms down the southwest stairs and 
also through the northeast door of the sanctuary. 

How do I find my way around?
There’s a map at the Welcome Table near the west entrance to the church. Also feel 
free to ask anyone to help you around. 

Is there wheelchair accessibility?
Yes. An accessible restroom is through the northeast door of the sanctuary. An 
elevator is being installed this Fall. Everyone is invited to remain seated at any 
point during the service as they need.

How about hearing assistance?
We can help there, too. Hearing-assistance devices are available from the ushers. 

Godly Play (3 years old - 4th grade)  
The basis for Godly Play is that children are spiritual and have an incredible 
capacity to listen, wonder, and make meaning together out of the biblical 
stories they hear.  
Place: Lower Level Godly Play Rooms 
Contact: Monte Tugwete: tugwete@sprchicago.org
Pathfinders (5th graders) 
Pathfinders has a focus on Christian Education informed by Scripture and 
tradition. Topics covered this Fall include: Fall and Exile From the Garden of Eden; 
Cain & Abel; The Tower of Babel; Abraham, Sarah, and their Adventures with God; Slaves in 
Egypt; The Passover and Exodus from Egypt; Troubles in the Wilderness; Into the Promised 
Land; Building Israel, Building the Temple of God; and Stories of Elijah.  
Place: Rector’s Office. 
Contact: Monte Tugwete: tugwete@sprchicago.org

Youth Formation (6th - 12th grade) 
Formation is over for 2017. See you on January 7th, 2018!
Contact: Addie Domske: domske@sprchicago.org

Youth Group
Youth Group is over for 2017. Coming up in the new year: girls group, H.S. 
small group, the annual Youth Group Ski Retreat, and much more! See you in 
January! 
Don’t forget to register NOW for the Diocesan Event, MIQRA (meek*rah) 2018! 
January 13-14 at St. James Cathedral: This event offers teens a chance to come 
together, make friends, ask questions, and learn about God’s love letter to the 
world. The whole Bible. One weekend. (Sign-up here: https://episcopalchicago.
formstack.com/forms/miqra2018.) Bishop Lee will be speaking at this event!
Contact: Addie Domske: domske@sprchicago.org

Children and Youth Formation

Looking for a room? Find a map on the Welcome Table at the west entrance of the church.

Formation is over for 2017 and resumes next Sunday, January 7, 2018
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THE WORD OF GOD

When the bell rings, please stand as able and sing. 

Throughout the bulletin, the congregation is to say all bolded text aloud. 

Prelude

The Hymnal 1982 - #93 “Angels from the realms of glory”
Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854), alt.

Music: Regent Square, 87. 87. 87, Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879)

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming      
Michael Bedford
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+ Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God, for ever and ever.

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have poured upon us 
the new light of your incarnate Word: 
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, 
may shine forth in our lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.
Amen. 
Please be seated.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations.

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication, 
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the Lord will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Isaiah 61:10-62:3

The Lessons
A reading from the book of Isaiah.  
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All sing.

The Hymnal 1982 #105 “God rest you merry, gentlemen”
Words: London carol, 18th cent.

Music: God Rest You Merry, melody from Little Book of Christmas Carols, ca. 1850
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Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians. 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our 
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a 
disciplinarian. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Hymnal 1982 #82 “Of the Father’s love begotten”
Words: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-410?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) and Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877), alt.

Music: Divinum mysterium, 87. 87 with Refrain, Sanctus trope, 11th cent.; adapt. Piae Cantiones, 1582

All Sing.
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At the + below, you are invited to trace a cross over your forehead, your mouth, and over your heart.

+ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

John 1:1-18

The Sermon
Today’s Preacher:  Kenji Kuramitsu, MDiv student at McCormkick Theological Seminary, currently in discernment with SPR for   
 ordination process.

Children’s Chapel - Children in preschool to second grade are invited to their own liturgy in the Chapel. They will return at the Peace. 
We ask that parents take crying infants to the Narthex or Nursery.
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The Prayers of the People
Please stand as able.

God of winter joy and blessings, we thank you for the birth of your son Jesus and his life among us, and for our continuing adoption 
as your children. As the Christmas season lingers on, help us be grateful and gracious as your son was. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

God of gentle authority, send the spirit of Jesus into your church, particularly our bishops and priests, as well as our witting and 
unwitting lay ministers, that they may continue serving you and your people with the loving integrity of true disciples. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

God of sharp yet capacious wisdom, send the spirit of Jesus into your world’s many leaders, that they may run your governments, 
businesses and other organizations with the unflinching compassion and discerning foresight worthy of your son. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

God of embracing comfort, send your spirit into the hearts of all who suffer from hardships and distress this Christmas season, 
that your healing presence may remind them of your love. We especially pray for Mary Naftzger, Samuel Tryba and his parents 
(friend of Sally Wolcott), Bruce Plummer, Barbara Brown (sister of Crystal Plummer), Pam Anderson, Frances Framer (sister of 
Brenda Kilpatrick), Lee Allen (friend of Jane Stuart), Ann St. John (friend of Robert & Sheila Bator), John O’Dowd (father of Maureen 
Jesuthasan), Suzanne (mother of Betsy Ko), Barbra Goering, Rudy White (husband of Greg Colombe), Kenneth Larsen (father of 
David Larsen), and George & Olive Whitley. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

God of eternity we reflect upon the passing of our beloved dead, especially Al Ferlo, Sr. (1/1/2015, father of Roger Ferlo), 
Genevieve Schumacher (1/6/1972; mother of Dorothy Schumacher), and Victor Heyman (1/6/2009, father of Steve Heyman). In 
your boundless compassion, console those who mourn their absence.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

God of bold celebrations, send your spirit among us as we rejoice with those who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries, taking care 
to savor the people and relationships that compose our very lives. We pray for those celebrating birthdays, especially Esther Foiles 
(12/31), Sara Kennedy (12/31), David Larsen (12/31), Peggy Johnson (1/2), Ruth Woll (1/2), Robert Bator (1/3), Amanda Glassco 
(1/3), Vicky Legge (1/4), Larry Smith (1/4), Kerstin Wellbery (1/4), Van Myers (1/6), Cio Salinas (1/6), Caleb Scott (1/6), and Elvis 
Wolcott (1/6); and for those celebrating anniversaries, including Jonathan & Daniella Pereira (12/31) and Charlie Cooper & Kim 
Hart (1/1).  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

I invite you to offer your own prayers and thanksgivings, ending each with “Lord in your mercy.” 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith 
of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and 
reign, now and for ever.
Amen. Prayer by Joshua Daniels
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The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.  

All greet one another and return to their seats.
Some announcements will be given, but there’s much more to find out in the front and back pages of this bulletin.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory

Organ Music

The Great Thanksgiving
Please stand as able when the priests go to the altar.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right and  a good and joyful thing... 

Music: from A Community Mass, Richard Proulx (1927-2010)
Copyright © 1971, 1977, 2006, 2010 by GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721

All sing. 

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming      
Johannes Brahms
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We give thanks to you ...
... Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

And we offer ...
... Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and 
for ever.
Amen. The Book of Common Prayer (1979), Eucharistic Prayer B

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. 
Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
All sing.

The Hymnal 1982 #79 “O little town of Bethlehem”, final stanza only
Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)

Music: St. Louis, CMD, Lewis H. Redner (1831-1908)

The gifts of God for the people of God.

All, without exception, are invited to receive Communion. 

If you want gluten-free bread, tell the priest. If you would like a blessing in place of Communion, cross your arms over your chest. If you 
are unable to come to the altar and would like to receive communion at your seat, tell an usher. 

The ushers will help each section up to the altar. But don’t worry; all will be fed.

Healing Prayer:  If you would like to be prayed for individually, you are invited to the area in front of the columbarium  (SE corner of the 
sanctuary) after you have received communion, where a prayer team member will pray with you briefly before you return to your seat. 
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Communion Music

All sing. 

“Away in a manger”
Words: sts. 1-2 anonymous, st. 3 John T. McFarland (1851-1913)

Music: Mueller, 11 11 11 11, James R. Murray (1841-1905)

Improvisation on “Away in a Manger”
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The Presider blesses the people. You are invited to cross yourself as the Presider traces a cross over the congregation.

Let us pray. 
Please stand as able.

Eternal God, Heavenly Father, Mother of us all,
you have graciously accepted us 
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude

 The Hymnal 1982 #107 “Good Christian friends, rejoice”
Words: John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt.

Music: In dulci jubilo, 66. 77. 78. 55, German carol, 14th cent.; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944)

All sing. 

Noel X:  Grand jeu et Duo: Quand Dieu naquit à Noël   
Louis-Claude D’Aquin
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January 7
Three services resume. 8a, 9:15a and 11:15a

Preacher: KJ Oh; Presider: Roger Ferlo
Godly Play and Youth Formation Resume

Adult Formation: Telling the Truth about SPR and Race

January 14
Preacher: R. L. Watson; Presider: Roger Ferlo

Adult Formation: Proclaiming the Dream of Beloved Community

January 21
Preacher: Jaime Briceno; Presider: KJ Oh

January 28
Preacher: Roger Ferlo; Presider: KJ Oh 
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Telling the Truth 
about SPR and Race

Adult Formation 
next Sunday, Jan 7 
10:20a, Parish Hall

Who are we? What things have we 
done and left undone regarding 

racial justice and healing?

Facilitators: David Larsen, Romonda McKinney 
Bumpus, Bruce Plummer, Amanda Ruch

SPR &

Please visit the chapel to see an exhibit by our 
parishioner Vincent David Johnson. Since 1996 
photojournalist Vincent has been traveling country 
roads and documenting, in both still & motion 
photography, what has been left behind as rural 
America becomes abandoned. On exhibit are ten 
images he’s made over the last three years for his Lost 
Americana documentary. This will be the first time 
many of these images have been seen, and the first 
time all have been printed. While there are over ten 

LOST AMERICANA PHOTO EXHIBIT IN CHAPEL

thousand digital images from the project, each image on display was shot on film with a 40 year 
old large format camera. 

All images feature a brief story about the photo and issues affecting rural America.  An 
official opening reception with a brief talk by him will take place on January 6 from 
6-9pm. For more information contact Vincent Johnson at vincent@lostamericana.
com
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Join the SPR Anti-Racism Working Group to celebrate Dr. King’s vision and shape our faith-driven 
commitment to racial justice. The Episcopal Church’s Becoming Beloved Community commitment will 
frame a Adult Formation series during January and February. Each session will begin promptly at 10:20 
in the Parish Hall. 

January 14, Proclaiming the Dream of Beloved Community
How can we publicly acknowledge things done and left undone? What does Beloved Community look like 
at SPR?
Facilitators: Megan Cather, Twila Jones, Kenji Kuramitsu

February 4, Practicing the Way of Love as Ambassadors of Reconciliation 
How can we grow as reconcilers, healers, and justice-bearers? How can we actively grow relationships 
across dividing walls and seek God in each other?
Facilitators: Sara Bigger, Tracey Lewis-Elligan, Gail Williams

For more information, contact Bruce Plummer, beplummer707@gmail.com, or Amanda Ruch, amanda.
ruch@gmail.com. Also see: 
www.episcopalchurch.org/files/becoming_beloved_communiy_commitment_and_plan_1.pdf

Monday, January 15 
Honoring Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s Legacy: 
Past, Present, and Future 

Becoming Beloved Community @ SPR

Gather for breakfast, music, and parishioner reflections to celebrate Dr. King’s legacy from 10:00 - 11:30 
a.m. Sign up in the Narthex, or RSVP to Gail Williams, gwilli8787@aol.com, by January 7. Volunteers 
welcome for set up and clean up.
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Connecting Lives Groups
Join one of these groups today. New participants are always welcome. 
Fiber Arts Group - January 7 at 12:30p in the Byllesby Room
Contact: Rosemary Gooden: rdgooden@earthlink.net
Arts Committee -January 7 at 12:30p in the Chapel
Contact: Jim Wright: jimphotoguy1@gmail.com
Open Kitchen - January 14 at 12:30p in the Kitchen
Contact: Fran Spaltro: pambasilea@gmail.com

COMING UP

Olive Tree Planting Trip to Israel/Palestine, February 2018
In her life outside of SPR, Addie Domske is on the board of the Israel/Palestine Mission Network of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
Through that position, she will be leading a trip this February and would love for you to join! Here are some initial details, but contact 
Addie at addiedomske@gmail.com for more info. Leaders: Addie Domske and Daniel Giles | Dates: February 1-16 | Cost: $1880 
+airfare includes lodging (double occupancy), touring, 2 meals a day, and tips. | Deposit of $500 due with registration. Balance 
due by January 31, 2018. Adjustments can be made to your trip if you can’t make the whole time. We’re invested in this trip being 
accessible and affordable for folks. If interested, reach out for more info.

Sign Up Sheets for Visits to Refugee Family
Sign up sheets are in the narthex.  If you can commit to at least two morning or afternoon Saturday visits to their north side apartment, 
please sign up. Originally from Syria, the parents and their four children (ages 16, 14, 9, and 7) have been living in Chicago for 15 
months.   All dates from 1/13 to 6/23 are available. Families with children are welcome. For information, please contact Sheila Bator 
(sbator@aol.com  or 773 643 1881.

Dan Puchalla launches Skeptical Preacher
Dan Puchalla, former Associate Rector, is launching his new podcast Sketpical Preacher on Jan 14. It’s about how embracing the Bible’s 
weirdness can help us build a better world for everyone. To support Dan, sign up to get notified when the first episodes go live. 1) 
Email alert signup: skepticalpreacher.com/launch  2) LIKE Skeptical Preacher on Facebook: facebook.com/skepticalpreacher

Choir Rehearsals resume on Jan 9 & 11
All SPR choir rehearsals will resume on Tuesday Jan 9 & Thursday Jan 11 in 2018. If you or someone you know would like to sing in 
the SPR choirs, please contact Christan Clough at clough@sprchicago.org or Gretchen Eng at eng@sprchicago.org.

Diocesan Youth Event, MIQRA (meek*rah) 2018!
Don’t forget to register NOW for the Diocesan youth event, MIQRA (meek*rah) 2018! from January 13-14 at St. James Cathedral. This 
event offers teens a chance to come together, make friends, ask questions, and learn about God’s love letter to the world. The whole 
Bible - One weekend. (Sign-up here: https://episcopalchicago.formstack.com/forms/miqra2018.) Bishop Lee will be speaking at this 
event.

SPR on Tap this Tuesday
Please join us for SPR on Tap at Jimmy’s Woodlawn this Tuesday, Jan 2, from 7:30-9p. The group meets every first Tuesday of the 
month. For more information contact Romonda McKinney Bumpus at romonda.mckinney@gmail.com. 



Today’s Ministers
Presider
KJ Oh
Preacher
Kenji Kuramitsu
Music Leader
Phillip Kloeckner
Acolytes
Declan Bigger, Matthew Erlec
Lectors
Steve Heyman, Miranda Mejia
Children’s Chapel Leaders
Monte Tugwete, Gretchen Eng
Prayer Reader
Rahsaan Morris
Chalice Ministers
Peggy Johnson, Gail Williams, Meryl Prochaska, Kelsey Shaw
Healing Prayer Leaders
Fran Spaltro, Shannon Cate
Ushers
Geroge Chlipala
Vestry Greeter
Thomas Christensen
Altar Guild
Andrew Rostan
Linen Washer
Jack Seymour
Communion Bread Baker
Cecilia Mowatt

4945 SOUTH DORCHESTER AVE | (773) 624-3185 | SPRCHICAGO.ORG

Wardens
Harold Olivey
holivey@iun.edu
773-573-5695
Romonda McKinney Bumpus
romonda.mckinney@gmail.com
312-813-5333
Treasurer
Doug Hoffman
Clerk
Twila Jones

Vestry Class of 2018
Adetayo Adegoke
Allison Clark
Will Greenland
Vestry Class of 2019
Thomas Christensen
Maureen Jesuthasan
Jane McCamant
Vestry Class of 2020
Micah Prochaska
Hollis Walker
Sally Wolcott

Vestry

Staff
Assistant Priest 
The Rev’d KJ Oh (oh@sprchicago.org) 
Director of Music 
Christian M. Clough (clough@sprchicago.org) 
Associate Minister for Ministry & Mission
Barnabas Pusnur (pusnur@sprchicago.org)
Deacon
The Rev’d Jack Seymour 
(jack_seymour2000@yahoo.com)
Priest Associate
The Rev’d Roger Ferlo
(roger.ferlo@gmail.com)
Director of Children’s Formation
Monte Tugwete (tugwete@sprchicago.org)
Youth Leader
Addie C. Domske (domske@sprchicago.org)
Children’s Music Assistant
Gretchen R. Eng (eng@sprchicago.org)
Sexton
Lukasz Jedrzejewski
Nursery Staff
Jessica Steele, Virginia Woodard
Staff Singers
Bridget Skaggs, Emma Cox, 
Samuel Weiser, Luther Lewis III


