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Some Helpful Things
to Know Today

A Little About

Our Vision
We seek to become a community that mirrors the radical hospitality practiced 
by Jesus. We do that in five important ways: We praise God, invite all, connect 
lives, nurture faith, and serve neighbor. 

St. Paul & the Redeemer

Let’s Get Connected
Fill out one of these cards, which you 
can find in the backs of the chairs 
and drop it in the offering basket or 
give it to a member of the clergy. 

OR
Stop by the Welcome Table, which is 
near the west entrance to the church.

AND
Check-in and follow SPR on 
social media: facebook.com/
sprchicago and @sprchicago

You Are Welcome

Can I receive Communion?
Yes. Everyone, without exception, is invited to receive Communion. 

When am I supposed to stand?
At any point in the service, it’s perfectly fine for you to remain seated as you’re com-
fortable. We do have customary times when we stand or kneel; these are indicat-
ed by the italicized instructions throughout the service. There are also times when 
it is customary to cross ourselves, and if you wish to do so, the  +  indicates that.

Are children welcome here?
Yes. Children are invited to participate actively in the service. Also, coloring pages, 
crayons, and books are at the entrances to the church. Nursery care is available 
during the services for children ages 0-4. The Nursery is down the southwest stairs. 
And finally, changing tables are in the downstairs restrooms and the Nursery. 

Where are the restrooms?
There are single-user, gender-neutral restrooms down the southwest stairs and 
also through the northeast door of the sanctuary. 

How do I find my way around?
There’s a map at the Welcome Table near the west entrance to the church. Also feel 
free to ask anyone to help you around.

Is there wheelchair accessibility?
Yes. An accessible restroom is through the northeast door of the sanctuary. There 
is an elevator which gives access to the First floor, Lower level and Parish Hall. 
Everyone is invited to remain seated at any point during the service as they need.

How about hearing assistance?
We can help there, too. Hearing-assistance devices are available from the ushers.

Youth Formation
Youth Formation
Join us this morning for the second Sunday in Advent! We will continue to discuss 
the theology of the season and what we Jesus’ radical birth means for our lives 
today. Donuts provided!
Youth Group: 5-7p - Sacred Harp with Christian!
Join us this Sunday for a music-packed experience! You are first encouraged to 
attend The Many concert at SPR, and then to stay for a youth group of dinner and a 
Sacred Harp, led by Christian! Sacred Harp is an American tradition that celebrates 
inclusivity over four-part hymns and anthems. Dinner provided.
Coming up...
Sunday, December 16 - (Last Night of Youth Group for 2018!) White Elephant Gift 
Exchange Party
Stay tuned for info on the following small groups throughout the year:
• High School Small Group | (Open to all high school youth, grades 9-12; 

advanced sign-up required) 
• SPR Youth Girls Group | (Open to all young woman-identified young 

people, grades 6-12; RSVP to events required.)
Thanks for coming to our Paint and Pour this past Tuesday!
January | BOOK CLUB! We’re reading Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s We 
Should All Be Feminists together and then discussing femininity afterward. 
Want to join in? Read the book sometime between now and when the 
Christmas holidays are over. We’ll meet in January to discuss! (Date TBD.)

Godly Play (3 years old - 4th grade)  | 10:20a-11:05a
The basis for Godly Play is that children are spiritual and have an incredible 
capacity to listen, wonder, and make meaning together out of the biblical 
stories they hear. 
Topic: Advent III-IV, (Pre-K to Grade 2), The story of Prophet Isaiah (Grade 3-4).
Place: Lower Level Godly Play Rooms

Pathfinders (5th graders) | 10:20a-11:05a
Topic: John the Baptist
Place: Lower Level Pathfinder Room

Children’s Formation

Looking for a room? Find a map on the Welcome 
Table at the south entrance of the church.



The Hymnal 1982 #67 “Comfort, comfort ye, my people”
Words: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt.
Music: Psalm 42, 87. 87. 77. 88, melody and bass Claude Goudimel (1514-1572); harm. Hymnal 1982
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THE WORD OF GOD

Entrance Hymn
Throughout the bulletin, the congregation is to say all bolded text aloud. 

+ Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.

@ 9:15 only:

When the bell rings, please stand as able and sing.
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The Collect of the Day
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets 
to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, 
that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.  
Please be seated.

@ 11:15 only,  All sing:

Wonder, Love, and Praise #755 “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases”
Words: A New Zealand Prayer Book, 1989, after Lamentations 3.22 ff.
Music: Carl Haywood, from Tunes for Grace
Words Copyright © 1989 A New Zealand Prayer Book – He Karakia Mihihare O Aotearoa.
Music Copyright © 1997 Call Haywood.
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The Hymnal 1982 #444 “Blessed be the God of Israel”
Words: Michael A. Perry (b. 1942), alt.; para. of The Song of Zechariah
Music: Thornbury, 76. 76. D, Basil Harwood (1859-1949). Words Copyright © 1973, Michael A. Perry, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721
Music Copyright © by permission of the Executors of the late Dr. Basil Harwood. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your 
sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it 
to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of 
you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, 
how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

Philippians 1:3-11A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.

Please stand as able and sing.

The Lessons

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

A reading from the prophet Malachi.
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight — indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of 
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

Malachi 3:1-4

Please be seated.
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“Christ is coming: prepare the way”
Words & Music: Edward V. Bonnemere (1921-1996), adapt. Advent Jazz Vespers II, Copyright © Amity Music Corporation, 1475 Gaylord Terrace, Teaneck, NJ 07666. All rights re-
served. Reprint license has been requested.

Please stand as able and all sing as noted in the music.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon
Today’s Preacher: Kenji Kuramitsu, Member of Rector Search Committee, SPR nominee for ordination   

Children in preschool to second grade are invited to their own liturgy in the Chapel. They will return at the Peace. 
We ask that parents take crying infants to the Narthex or Nursery. We ask that parents take crying infants to the Narthex or Nursery.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and 
his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas 
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God.’”

At the + below, you are invited to trace a cross over your forehead, your mouth, and over your heart.

+ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  Luke 3:1-6

Creed
Let us confess the faith of the church. 
Please stand as able. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
Mighty God, we wait for you in joyous and hopeful expectation.  Abide with, encourage, and strengthen those waiting in anxious 
uncertainty in refugee camps and detention centers, prisons and improvised sanctuaries.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Patient God, refine and purify the hearts of those who lead our nation so that they may rightly discern and boldly act in ways that are 
life-affirming and just.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Great God, we await your coming clothed in flesh as a vulnerable child born into an oppressed people.  Make the path of your 
church straight and teach us to discern your face in the vulnerable and oppressed so that we may respond to them with justice and 
love.  
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Provider God, we thank you for the prayerful and diligent work of our search committee and interim rector in preparing the way 
before this community to welcome Catherine, our new rector, in the upcoming year.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for all those suffering in body, mind, or spirit, and for those experiencing sorrow or loss that you may comfort them, 
including Rock Sehr, William Starnes (father of Pam Anderson), Anna Lang (godmother of Cheryl Vanorsby), Jewel Starnes 
(mother of Pam Anderson), Leatrice Mowatt, Jerry DeMuth, Dot Baker, Rosemary Gooden, Stacey Gray (niece of Ron & Leslie 
Gatton), Patsy Steimer (friend of Carolyn Pereira), Sue Fenn, Katherine Beetle Broadway (friends and family of Tonsgards), Lee 
Allen and Rebecca (friends of Jane Stuart), Bronwen O’Wril (sister of Persis Berlekamp), Chris Wiley (cousin of Camille Long), 
Barbara Brown (sister of Crystal Plummer), and George & Olive Whitley.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We give thanks for our ancestors and all of our beloved dead. We ask that you hold them close forever in the light of your presence, 
including Kenneth Larsen (11/26/2018, father of David Larsen), Eddie C. Campbell (11/20/2018, former parishioner), Mimi Asbury 
(12/4/2018, friend of Bob Bator), Phyllis Michael Roberts (12/10, sister of Naomi Haynes), and Mary O’Dowd (12/14, grandmother 
of Maureen Jesuthasan).
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We rejoice and give thanks for life’s milestones and celebrations.  We ask that you bless Josefina Kitson (12/9), Bill Olmsted (12/9), 
August Pereira (12/10), Edia Chipman (12/11), Helen Johnson (12/11), David Daniels (12/13), Char Jones-Foster (12/13), and 
Nisse Danforth (12/14) who are celebrating birthdays this week and George & Olive Whitley (12/14) who are celebrating their 
wedding anniversary.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

I invite you to offer your own prayers and thanksgivings, ending each with “Lord, in your mercy.”

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to 
do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayers written by Twila Jones
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Confession and Absolution
Let us confess our sins to God.
All bow or kneel as able.

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, + forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen. 

The Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you. 

All greet one another and return to their seats.
Some announcements will be given, but there’s much more to find out in the front and back pages of this bulletin.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory

“Advent Message”
Music by Martin How (b. 1931)

Sung by the SPR Choristers at 9:15, by the Choir at 11:15

The Great Thanksgiving
Please stand as able as the offering is brought to the Altar. 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this 
fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers 
of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you 
sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every 
generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Come, Lord Jesus, Amen, come, Lord Jesus.
O come quickly, come, Lord Jesus.
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Come, Lord Jesus, Yea come quickly. Amen.
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 The Book of Common Prayer (1979), Eucharistic Prayer C

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

All sing. 

Music: from A Community Mass, Richard Proulx (1937-2010)
Music Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721

And so, gracious God, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Father and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachael and Leah; God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table 
for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, 
+ one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives 
honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.
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The Breaking of the Bread

“Taste and see”
Words: James E. Moore, Jr., based on Psalm 34
Music: Taste and See, James E. Moore, Jr. (b. 1951)
Copyright © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721.

All sing the refrain. Members of the Choir sing the verse.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

All, without exception, are invited to receive Communion. If you want gluten-free bread, tell the priest. If you would like a blessing in 
place of Communion, cross your arms over your chest. If you are unable to come to the altar and would like to receive communion at 
your seat, tell an usher. 
The ushers will help each section up to the altar. But don’t worry; all will be fed.

Healing Prayer  
If you would like to be prayed for individually, you are invited to the area in front of the columbarium  (SE corner of the sanctuary) after 
you have received communion, where a prayer team member will pray with you briefly before you return to your seat. 

“Prepare the way of the Lord”
Words & Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994)
Copyright © 1984 Les Presses et Ateliers de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., sole North American agent. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721

All sing.
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Sending Forth
Let us pray. 
Please stand as able.

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lift Every Voice and Sing II #83 “God will take care of you”
Words: Civilla D. Martin (1869-1948). Music: W. Stillman Martin (1862-1935)

All sing.
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May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from your path and the blessing of God almighty, Father, 
Son & Holy Spirit + be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen.

The Presider blesses the people. You are invited to cross yourself as the Presider traces a cross over the congregation.

The Hymnal 1982 #54 “Savior of the nations, come”
Words: Martin Luther (1483-1546) after Ambrose of Milan (340-397); tr. William M. Reynolds (1812-1876) and James Waring McCrady (b. 1938)
Music: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, 77. 77, melody from Erfurt Enchiridia, 1524; harm. Melchior Vulpius (1560?-1616)

Postlude

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

All Sing.

Chorale Prelude on “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland”, BuxWV 211
Music: Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707)
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Online
go to 
SPRCHICAGO.ORG/GIVING

Paper Pledge Card
They can be found in the Narthex. 
Mail it back to the church or drop it 
in the offering basket on Sunday.

How To Make Your Pledges

PLEDGE 2019
Please pledge TODAY

for the Mission and Ministry
of SPR

Annual Giving Campaign

We’ve rescheduled! Facilitated by the Antiracism Commission of the Diocese of Chicago, in partnership with Chicago 
ROAR, this workshop will explore the idea that racism is a systemic, institutional problem of power and creates the 
rationale for a structural intervention to dismantle it. By participating you will learn strategic methods for engaging in 
productive conversations about race and dismantling systemic racism in your institution. The workshop will take place 
on Saturday, Jan.12 from 8:30-4:00pm in the Sanctuary. Food and childcare will be provided. The Youth Group will be 
attending this training as a group; if you are a member of the youth group and plan to attend, please RSVP here as well! 
Sign up online at sprchicago.org/arwg or in the Narthex. Contact antiracism@sprchicago.org for more information.

You are invited to a special musical event by the group “The Many” on Sunday, December 9 in the sanctuary. The Many’s 
indie-folk-gospel music celebrates the season of Advent and the approaching Christmas. 
The family-friendly event begins with ornament making & refreshments at 3:30 pm in the Narthex. Music and celebration 
starts at 4 pm. There will be special Angel visiting!

SPR Youth Sacred Harp Sing at YOUTH GROUP 5-7 PM
Christian Clough will lead a spirited singing experience this Sunday at the Youth Group, teaching us how to sing from the shape-
note tradition, known best through the Sacred Harp and Southern Harmony collections. Shape-note singing uses shaped notes that 
were designed to assist people who couldn’t read music sing more quickly and easily. A largely rural phenomenon, it first appeared 
in the United States in the early 19th century, and persists in some churches even today, especially in the South. In recent years, 
it has moved beyond church communities, and continues to thrive among diverse communities of singers, not all of whom are 
Christians, even though the music is.
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COMING UP

Thursday Bible Study- Every Thursday, 10-11am in the Byllesby Room. Contact 
John Crenson: jmcrenso@sbcglobal.net
Fiber Arts- Every Second Sunday of the month at 12:30 pm in the Byllesby 
Room. Contact: Rebecca Luttrell: southsideknitter@gmail.com
Arts Committee- Every Second Sunday of the month at 12:30 pm in the Chapel. 
Contact: Jim Wright: jimphotoguy1@gmail.com  
SPR Tap - Every first Tuesday of the month at 7:30p. Contact: Romonda 
McKinney Bumpus: romonda.mckinney@gmail.com
Open Kitchen - December 16 at 11:30p in the Kitchen. Contact: Fran Spaltro: 
pambasilea@gmail.com

Cookie Exchange Party! | Sat Dec 15 at 2p 
Come share cookies and get cookies with other SPR families. There will be 
activities for the kids this year to keep their minds off the cookies. Bring a dozen 
or so cookies to share and exchange.  We will have light snacks and juice for 
parents and children. Please RSVP to  margarethoover@hotmail.com  or 773-
414-5759. 1053 E. Hyde Park Blvd, Buzzer 4, 12/15 from 2-4 PM.

SPR Groups and Programs
Please consider joining one of these groups or programs. New participants are 
always welcome. 

Caroling on Dec 13 at 5:30p
You are invited to join SPR caroling. Kids and parents head out into the 
neighborhood to bring Christmas cheer to our neighbors, followed by pizza 
and cookies in the church. For more information please contact Gretchen Eng 
at eng@sprchicago.org.

Children’s Christmas Pageant Schedule
Thursday, December 13, 5:30pm: Evening Christmas Caroling & Pizza Party. 
Parents should feel free to chat about pageant roles with Gretchen during 
fellowship afterwards.
Sunday, December 16 after 9:15am service: Pageant Script Hand Out/Roles 
finalized (Byllesby Room)
Thursday, December 20th from 6-7pm: Pageant Dress Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Sunday, December 23rd after 9:15am service: optional brush up rehearsal 
(only kids with lines, who would like help)
Monday, December 24th, 4pm: call time for the Christmas Eve Pageant and 
Family Service (which begins at 5pm)
Any questions, volunteering, requests should be directed to Gretchen Eng at 
eng@sprchicago.org. Please write her with your child/ren’s age(s) and name(s) 
if you would like to participate!

SPR Fiber Arts Group | Today Dec 9 at 12:30p 
Anyone interested in knitting and related needle arts is invited to be part of 
this monthly gathering to share projects and skills — and also to share each 
other’s company. We will meet at 12:30pm in the Byllesby Room. Contact: 
Rebecca Luttrell at southsideknitter@gmail.com

Adult Formation Today: 
LEARNING CENTERING PRAYER
10:20 am, St. Cecilia Room
For Advent, Interim Rector Julianne Buenting is presenting a three-part Adult 
formation series on Centering Prayer. If you are interested in learning a new 
contemplative practice, this series is for you! This method of silent prayer 
has been taught by Contemplative Outreach and is based on early monastic 
contemplative prayer teachings. Julianne+ is a Centering Prayer presenter, 
commissioned by Contemplative Outreach. We will meet in the St. Cecilia 
room from 10:20 am to 11:05 am on December 2nd, 9th and 16th. This 
is a three-part series, but you are welcome to attend any session(s) as your 
schedule permits.

Our New Rector Begins March 1, 2019
The Rev. Catherine E Healy has accepted our call to become the 7th, and first female, rector of St. Paul & the Redeemer. Catherine 
is currently serving as Assistant Rector for Youth and Family at St. Andrew’s Church in Wellesley, MA. She is a graduate of Harvard 
Divinity School and a recent Canterbury Scholar. Her prior experience in ministry spans 10 years and is broad and rich. She is 
grounded in tradition, thoughtful in her preaching, possesses a deep spirituality and has a passion for social justice.  A Chicago 
native, Catherine shares her life with her wife Heather and their newborn, Mary Clare. She will make a special appearance at our 
annual meeting, January 27th with a start date of March 1, 2019. Please read the letters from the Wardens and Catherine on our 
website sprchicago.org/rector-transition-updates/.

Open Kitchen | Dec 16 at 12:30p
Join the Open Kitchen crew on Sunday, December 16 in the SPR Kitchen at 
12:30p as we cook for the Soup Kitchen. Contact: Fran Spaltro: pambasilea@
gmail.com

Letter Writing
SPR is beginning a new ministry around Letter Writing. We will meet once a 
month to write letters of resistance (i.e. to our elected and/or church officials) 
and letters of encouragement (i.e. to people who are incarcerated or detained 
in prisons and detention centers across the country). Each month will have a 
different justice theme. Sign up with Addie Domske (domske@sprchicago.org) 
to get on our scheduling list; you can come and go as you like, all are invited!
Upcoming meetings:
January 6 - Theme: Mass Incarceration | 12:15-1:15p in Byllesby Room
February 3 - Theme: Women’s Rights | 12:15-1:15p in Byllesby Room
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11:15: Twila Jones
Children’s Chapel Leaders
Julianne Buenting, Gretchen Eng
Chalice Ministers
9:15: Yanick Rosier, Connie Bonbrest, Gail Williams, Allison Clark
11:15: Jim Wright, Tamar LaVille, William Jackson, Caroline Oldstone-Jackson
Healing Prayer Leaders
9:15: Fran Spaltro, Joshua Daniel
11:15: Toni Daniels, Vinita Wright
Ushers
9:15: Sarah Lincoln, Vincent Johnson
11:15: Mike Agina, Chinyere Agina
Vestry Greeter
9:15: Thomas Christensen
11:15: Romonda McKinney Bumpus
Altar Guild
9:15: Kate Benson
11:15: Camille Long
Linen Washer
Janet Underwood
Communion Bread Baker
Cecilia Mowatt

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings:
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9

This week’s Commemorations in A Great Cloud of Witnesses (2016, Church Publishing Group).
• December 10 Karl Barth, Pastor and Theologian, 1968
• December 10 Thomas Merton, Contemplative and Writer, 1968
• December 13 Lucy (Lucia), Martyr at Syracuse, 304
• December 14 Juan de la Cruz (John of the Cross), Mystic, 1591
• December 15 John Horden, Bishop and Missionary in Canada, 1893
• December 15 Robert McDonald, Priest, 1913


