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Some Helpful Things
to Know Today

A Little About

Our Vision
We seek to become a community that mirrors the radical hospitality practiced 
by Jesus. We do that in five important ways: We praise God, invite all, connect 
lives, nurture faith, and serve neighbor. 

St. Paul & the Redeemer

Let’s Get Connected
Fill out one of these cards, which you 
can find in the backs of the chairs 
and drop it in the offering basket or 
give it to a member of the clergy. 

OR
Stop by the Welcome Table, which is 
near the west entrance to the church.

AND
Check-in and follow SPR on 
social media: facebook.com/
sprchicago and @sprchicago

You Are Welcome

Can I receive Communion?
Yes. Everyone, without exception, is invited to receive Communion. 

When am I supposed to stand?
At any point in the service, it’s perfectly fine for you to remain seated as you’re com-
fortable. We do have customary times when we stand or kneel; these are indicat-
ed by the italicized instructions throughout the service. There are also times when 
it is customary to cross ourselves, and if you wish to do so, the  +  indicates that.

Are children welcome here?
Yes. Children are invited to participate actively in the service. Also, coloring pages, 
crayons, and books are at the entrances to the church. Nursery care is available 
during the services for children ages 0-4. The Nursery is down the southwest stairs. 
And finally, changing tables are in the downstairs restrooms and the Nursery. 

Where are the restrooms?
There are single-user, gender-neutral restrooms down the southwest stairs and 
also through the northeast door of the sanctuary. 

How do I find my way around?
There’s a map at the Welcome Table near the west entrance to the church. Also feel 
free to ask anyone to help you around.

Is there wheelchair accessibility?
Yes. An accessible restroom is through the northeast door of the sanctuary. There 
is an elevator which gives access to the First floor, Lower level and Parish Hall. 
Everyone is invited to remain seated at any point during the service as they need.

How about hearing assistance?
We can help there, too. Hearing-assistance devices are available from the ushers.

Youth Formation
Youth Formation
Join us this morning for the third Sunday in Advent! We will continue to discuss 
the theology of the season and what we Jesus’ radical birth means for our lives 
today. Donuts provided!
Youth Group: 5-7p - CHRISTMAS PARTY (White Elephant Gift Exchange)
A white elephant is “a possession that is useless or troublesome, especially one 
that is expensive to maintain or difficult to dispose of.” Come with your wittiest gift 
(used or $10 limit) wrapped and ready to exchange, as we celebrate Christmas 
for our last youth group of 2018! Dinner provided by the Stackert family. (Youth 
Group will resume on January 6.)
Stay tuned for info on the following small groups throughout the year:
• High School Small Group | (Open to all high school youth, grades 9-12; 

advanced sign-up required) 
• SPR Youth Girls Group | (Open to all young woman-identified young 

people, grades 6-12; RSVP to events required.)
January | BOOK CLUB! We’re reading Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s We 
Should All Be Feminists together and then discussing it afterward. Want to 
join in? Go grab the book down at the youth group bulletin board and read 
it sometime between now and when the Christmas holidays are over. We’ll 
meet in mid-to-late January to discuss! (Date TBD.)

Godly Play (3 years old - 4th grade)  | 10:20a-11:05a
The basis for Godly Play is that children are spiritual and have an incredible 
capacity to listen, wonder, and make meaning together out of the biblical 
stories they hear. 
Topic: The Mystery of Christmas, (Pre-K to Grade 2), The Mystery of Christmas 
(Grade 3-4).
Place: Lower Level Godly Play Rooms

Pathfinders (5th graders) | 10:20a-11:05a
Topic: Jesus is Born
Place: Lower Level Pathfinder Room

Children’s Formation

Looking for a room? Find a map on the Welcome 
Table at the south entrance of the church.



“Wild and lone the prophet’s voice”
Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944). Music: Salzburg, 77. 77. D, melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Words Copyright © 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721
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THE WORD OF GOD

Entrance Hymn

Throughout the bulletin, the congregation is to say all bolded text aloud. 

Words: Antiphon for the Magnificat at Vespers on 17 December; Latin, ca. 9th cent.
Music: Plainsong, Mode 2

O Sapientia, quae ex ore Altissimi prodiisti,  O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High,
attingens a fine usque ad finem,   reaching from one end to the other,
fortiter suaviterque disponens omnia:  mightily and sweetly ordering all things:
veni ad docendum nos viam prudentiae.  Come and teach us the way of prudence.

Introit

When the bell rings, please stand as able and sing.

(@ 11:15 only)
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The Collect of the Day
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, O Lord, 
and with great might come among us; 
and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, 
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.  
Please be seated.

@ 11:15 only,  All sing:

Wonder, Love, and Praise #755 “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases”
Words: A New Zealand Prayer Book, 1989, after Lamentations 3.22 ff. Music: Carl Haywood, from Tunes for Grace
Words Copyright © 1989 A New Zealand Prayer Book – He Karakia Mihihare O Aotearoa. Music Copyright © 1997 Call Haywood.

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.

@ 9:15 only:

+ Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.
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The Lessons

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah.

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
as on a day of festival.

I will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors
at that time.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home,
at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the Lord.

Zephaniah 3:14-20

Children, go where I send thee! How shall I send thee?
I’m gonna send thee one-by-one, one for the little bitty baby
Wrapped in swaddling clothing, lying in a manger,
Born in Bethlehem!

Children, go where I send thee
How shall I send thee?

I’m gonna send thee two-by-two; two for Paul and Silas,
Three for the three men riding,
Four for the four who were knocking at the door,
Five for the gospel preachers,
Six for for the six that never got fixed,
Seven for the seven that went to Heaven (etc...)

@ 9:15 only. St. Nicholas Choir sings.

Words and Music: Traditional African-American Spiritual
Guitarist: Andi Sharavsky

@ 11:15 only.  All sing:
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“Christ is coming: prepare the way”
Words & Music: Edward V. Bonnemere (1921-1996), adapt. Advent Jazz Vespers II, Copyright © Amity Music Corporation, 1475 Gaylord Terrace, Teaneck, NJ 07666. All rights re-
served. Reprint license has been requested.

Please stand as able and all sing as noted in the music.

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone 
who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what 
should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should 
we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”

At the + below, you are invited to trace a cross over your forehead, your mouth, and over your heart.

+ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Luke 3:7-18

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:4-7A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.

The Hymnal 1982 #679 “Surely it is God who saves me”
Words: Michael A. Perry (b. 1942), alt.; para. of The Song of Zechariah. Music: Thornbury, 76. 76. D, Basil Harwood (1859-1949)
Words Copyright © 1973, Michael A. Perry, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721
Music Copyright © by permission of the Executors of the late Dr. Basil Harwood. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon
Today’s Preacher: Addie Domske, Youth Leader at SPR, a social worker, and a Candidate for Ordination in the Presbyterian Church (USA).

Children in preschool to second grade are invited to their own liturgy in the Chapel. They will return at the Peace. 
We ask that parents take crying infants to the Narthex or Nursery. We ask that parents take crying infants to the Narthex or Nursery.

Creed
Let us confess the faith of the church. 
Please stand as able. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
O God, as we gather this Advent season we remember the faithfulness of your servant Mary who by her assent brought about our 
redemption. We pray that we might follow her example in following you wherever you may lead us.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We also remember that shortly after your birth you fled your homeland to save your life. As refugees, immigrants, and asylum 
seekers gather at our borders and in our cities we pray that we would learn to see them as you do and create an environment and a 
world where all are welcome.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray also for our leaders that they may create just and humane policies that seek the common good of all.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the hard work of the search committee and vestry in calling our new rector. We pray that you would continue to 
be with our congregation during this time of transition.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 
Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear 
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other 
exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
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Confession and Absolution
Let us confess our sins to God.
All bow or kneel as able.

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, + forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen. 

The Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you. 

All greet one another and return to their seats.
Some announcements will be given, but there’s much more to find out in the front and back pages of this bulletin.

We remember those who suffer, knowing that whether their pain is visible or invisible to us their hurt is known to you, including 
Rock Sehr, William Starnes (father of Pam Anderson), Anna Lang (godmother of Cheryl Vanorsby), Jewel Starnes (mother of 
Pam Anderson), Leatrice Mowatt, Jerry DeMuth, Dot Baker, Rosemary Gooden, Stacey Gray (niece of Ron & Leslie Gatton), Patsy 
Steimer (friend of Carolyn Pereira), Sue Fenn, Katherine Beetle Broadway (friends and family of Tonsgards), Lee Allen and Rebecca 
(friends of Jane Stuart), Bronwen O’Wril (sister of Persis Berlekamp), Chris Wiley (cousin of Camille Long), Barbara Brown (sister of 
Crystal Plummer), and George & Olive Whitley; as well as for strength and support for those caring for them.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the memory and example of our beloved dead which blesses us still, especially Arthur Shepard Rone (12/16, 
brother of Ronne Hartfield), Louise Bohrer (12/16/2005, mother of Tim Bohrer), Margaret Clark (12/16/2011, parishioner), Phillip 
Woll (12/20/2004, brother of Bruce Woll), Grace Pollard (12/21/1999, grandmother of David Farris), and Lee Flora Tolbert (12/22/15, 
mother of Cheryl Vanorsby).
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We remember all the good things of this life, remembering those celebrating birthdays, including John Crenson Jr. (12/16), Vance 
Lauderdale (12/17), Clara Christensen. (12/19), Chris Garbrecht (12/20), David Stewart (12/20), Caroline Oldstone Jackson (12/21), 
and Christopher Collins (12/22); as well as those celebrating anniversaries, including Hannah & Tayo Adegoke (12/17), and Barbra 
Goering & James Murray (12/18) .
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
I invite you to offer your own prayers and thanksgivings, ending each with “Lord, in your mercy.”
Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what accords with your will; and those good things 
which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayers written by Jonathan Foiles
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory

Words: anon., 15th cent., alt.. 
Music by Frank Ferko (b. 1950)

Sung by the Choir.

The Great Thanksgiving
Please stand as able as the offering is brought to the Altar. 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this 
fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers 
of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you 
sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every 
generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Adam lay ybounden in a bond; Four thousand winter Thought he not too long.
And all was for an apple that he took, As clerkes finden Written in their book.
Ne had the apple taken been, Ne had never our Lady A been heavené queen.
Blessed be the time That apple taken was, Therefore we moun singen Deo Gracias (Thanks be to God).
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 The Book of Common Prayer (1979), Eucharistic Prayer C

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

And so, gracious God, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Father and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachael and Leah; God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table 
for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, 
+ one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives 
honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

All sing. 

Music: from A Community Mass, Richard Proulx (1937-2010). 
Music Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721
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The Breaking of the Bread

“Taste and see”
Words: James E. Moore, Jr., based on Psalm 34
Music: Taste and See, James E. Moore, Jr. (b. 1951)
Copyright © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721.

All sing the refrain. Members of the Choir sing the verse.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

All, without exception, are invited to receive Communion. If you want gluten-free bread, tell the priest. If you would like a blessing in 
place of Communion, cross your arms over your chest. If you are unable to come to the altar and would like to receive communion at 
your seat, tell an usher. 
The ushers will help each section up to the altar. But don’t worry; all will be fed.

Healing Prayer  
If you would like to be prayed for individually, you are invited to the area in front of the columbarium  (SE corner of the sanctuary) after 
you have received communion, where a prayer team member will pray with you briefly before you return to your seat. 

“Prepare the way of the Lord”
Words & Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994)
Copyright © 1984 Les Presses et Ateliers de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., sole North American agent. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721

All sing.
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The Hymnal 1982 #640 “Watchman, tell us of the night”
Words: John Bowring (1792-1872)
Music: Aberystwyth, 77. 77. D, Joseph Parry (1841-1903)

All sing.
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Sending Forth
Let us pray. 
Please stand as able.

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from your path and the blessing of God almighty, Father, 
Son & Holy Spirit + be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen.

The Presider blesses the people. You are invited to cross yourself as the Presider traces a cross over the congregation.

The Hymnal 1982 #65 “Prepare the way, O Zion”
Words: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr. composite; adapt. Charles P. Price (1920-1999)
Music: Bereden väg för Herran, 76. 76. 77 with Refrain, melody from Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697; harm. Koralbok för Svenska Kyrkan, 1939, alt.
Words Copyright © 1982 Charles P. Price. Music Copyright © 1930 by permission of Augsburg Publishing House. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission.

Postlude

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

All Sing.
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Friday, December 21: BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE

7:30 PM Chapel
This quiet service of prayer, music and healing is held on the longest night 

of the year, acknowledging that holiday time can be difficult 
for those who are grieving or facing other sadness 

Sunday, December 23: FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8 AM, 9:15 AM and 11:15 AM
Morning Services of Holy Eucharist

Monday, December 24: CHRISTMAS EVE

5 PM
Family Service with Children’s Pageant 

9 PM
Festal Service with Choirs

Tuesday, December 25: CHRISTMAS DAY

10 AM
Morning Service of Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 30: FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

Two Services Only: 8 AM & 10 AM
Morning Service of Holy Eucharist

Sunday, January 6: THE EPIPHANY

8 AM, 9:15 AM and 11:15 AM
Three Morning Services of Holy Eucharist Resume 

Intergenerational Formation: Celebrating Epiphany
Youth Group Returns



Anti-Racism Training at SPR, Sat, Jan 12
We’ve rescheduled! Facilitated by the Antiracism Commission of the Diocese 
of Chicago, in partnership with Chicago ROAR, this workshop will explore the 
idea that racism is a systemic, institutional problem of power and creates the 
rationale for a structural intervention to dismantle it. By participating you will 
learn strategic methods for engaging in productive conversations about race and 
dismantling systemic racism in your institution. The workshop will take place on 
Saturday, Jan.12 from 8:30-4:00pm in the Sanctuary. Food and childcare will 
be provided. The Youth Group will be attending this training as a group; if you 
are a member of the youth group and plan to attend, please RSVP here as well! 
Sign up online at sprchicago.org/arwg or in the Narthex. Contact antiracism@
sprchicago.org for more information.
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COMING UP

Thursday Bible Study- Every Thursday, 10-11am in the Byllesby Room. Contact 
John Crenson: jmcrenso@sbcglobal.net
Fiber Arts- Every Second Sunday of the month at 12:30 pm in the Byllesby 
Room. Contact: Rebecca Luttrell: southsideknitter@gmail.com
Arts Committee- Every Second Sunday of the month at 12:30 pm in the Chapel. 
Contact: Jim Wright: jimphotoguy1@gmail.com  
SPR Tap - Every first Tuesday of the month at 7:30p. Contact: Romonda 
McKinney Bumpus: romonda.mckinney@gmail.com
Open Kitchen - December 16 at 11:30p in the Kitchen. Contact: Fran Spaltro: 
pambasilea@gmail.com

SPR Groups and Programs
Please consider joining one of these groups or programs. New participants are 
always welcome. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant Schedule
Today, Sunday, December 16 after 9:15am service: Pageant Script Hand 
Out/Roles finalized (Byllesby Room)
Thursday, December 20th from 5:30-7pm: Pageant Dress Rehearsal 
(Sanctuary)
Sunday, December 23rd after 9:15am service: optional brush up rehearsal 
(only kids with lines, who would like help)
Monday, December 24th, 4pm: call time for the Christmas Eve Pageant and 
Family Service (which begins at 5pm)
Any questions, volunteering, requests should be directed to Gretchen Eng at 
eng@sprchicago.org. Please write her with your child/ren’s age(s) and name(s) 
if you would like to participate!

Adult Formation Today: 
LEARN CENTERING PRAYER
10:20 am, St. Cecilia Room
This Sunday’s Adult Formation is the last session of Interim Rector Julianne 
Buenting’s  presentation on Centering Prayer. If you are interested in learning 
a new contemplative practice, please do join us. It does not matter whether you 
have been able to attend the other two Sundays! This method of silent prayer 
has been taught by Contemplative Outreach and is based on early monastic 
contemplative prayer teachings. Julianne+ is a Centering Prayer presenter, 
commissioned by Contemplative Outreach. We will meet in the St. Cecilia 
room from 10:25 am to 11:05 am today.

Our New Rector Begins March 1, 2019
The Rev. Catherine E Healy has accepted our call to become the 7th and first female rector of St. Paul & the Redeemer. Catherine 
is currently serving as Assistant Rector for Youth and Family at St. Andrew’s Church in Wellesley, MA. She is a graduate of Harvard 
Divinity School and a recent Canterbury Scholar. Her prior experience in ministry spans 10 years and is broad and rich. She is 
grounded in tradition, thoughtful in her preaching, possesses a deep spirituality and has a passion for social justice.  A Chicago 
native, Catherine shares her life with her wife Heather and their newborn, Mary Clare. She will make a special appearance at our 
annual meeting, January 27th with a start date of March 1, 2019. Please read the letters from the Wardens and Catherine on our 
website sprchicago.org/rector-transition-updates/.

Open Kitchen | Today at 12:30 PM
Join the Open Kitchen crew TODAY in the SPR Kitchen at 12:30p as we cook for 
the Soup Kitchen. Contact: Fran Spaltro: pambasilea@gmail.com

Martin Luther King, Jr. Faith in Action 
Assembly & Mayoral Candidate Forum
Jan 21, 8am-12pm
Please join the SPR Anti-Racism Working Group in celebration of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy.  We are organizing an SPR group to attend the 
Community Renewal Society’s (CRS) Faith in Action Assembly, which will include 
worship, a performance, and a Chicago mayoral candidate forum focusing on 
CRS’s Platform for Renewal (www.communityrenewalsociety.org). The event will 
take place on Monday, January 21 from 8 - noon at Liberty Baptist Church of 
Chicago, 4849 S King Drive. Childcare will be provided during the assembly 
for ages three and up. Please sign up in the Narthex or email  antiracism@
sprchicago.org, and indicate if you need a ride and/or childcare.

Letter Writing
SPR is beginning a new ministry around Letter Writing. We will meet once a 
month to write letters of resistance (i.e. to our elected and/or church officials) 
and letters of encouragement (i.e. to people who are incarcerated or detained 
in prisons and detention centers across the country). Each month will have a 
different justice theme. Sign up with Addie Domske (domske@sprchicago.org) 
to get on our scheduling list; you can come and go as you like, all are invited!
Upcoming meetings in Byllesby Room: January 6 - Theme: Mass Incarceration 
| 12:15-1:15p; February 3 - Theme: Women’s Rights | 12:15-1:15p
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Robin Charleston
Kate Baldwin

Vestry

Staff
Interim Rector 
The Rev’d Julianne Buenting (buenting@sprchicago.org)
Director of Music 
Christian M. Clough (clough@sprchicago.org) 
Associate Minister for Ministry & Mission
Barnabas Pusnur (pusnur@sprchicago.org)
Assistant Priest
The Rev’d KJ Oh (oh@sprchicago.org) 
Deacon
The Rev’d Jack Seymour 
(jack_seymour2000@yahoo.com)
Priest Associate
The Rev’d Roger Ferlo
(roger.ferlo@gmail.com)
Youth Leader
Addie C. Domske (domske@sprchicago.org)
Children’s Music Assistant
Gretchen R. Eng (eng@sprchicago.org)
Sexton
Lukasz Jedrzejewski
Nursery Staff
Jessica Steele, Virginia Woodard
Staff Singers
Bridget Skaggs, Samantha Farmilant, 
Luther Lewis III, Wesly Clerge

Today’s Ministers
Presider
Julianne Buenting
Preacher
Addie Domske
Deacon
Jack Seymour
Music Leader
Christian M. Clough
St. Nicholas Choir Leader
Gretchen Eng
Acolytes
James Pruitt
Martha Pruitt
Van Myers
Gospel Subdeacon @ 11:15
Mel Parks
Lectors
9:15: Steve Heyman, Kimberly Cook
11:15: Mary Naftzger, Valencia Hearon
Prayer Reader
9:15: Jonathan Foiles 
11:15: 
Children’s Chapel Leaders
TBD, Gretchen Eng
Chalice Ministers
9:15: Padmaragam Vundi, Jonathan Foiles, John Omoworare, John Adewoye
11:15: Kelsey Shaw, David Farris, Conor Honig
Healing Prayer Leaders
9:15: Joshua Daniel, Ellen Wiggins
11:15: Toni Daniels
Ushers
9:15: Mahrhoztal Rosier, Swahdreeznya Rosier
11:15: Bob Naftzger, Mary Naftzger
Vestry Greeter
9:15: Micah Prochaska
11:15: Jane McCamant
Altar Guild
9:15: 
11:15: Twila Jones
Linen Washer
Pat Swanson
Communion Bread Baker
Carolyn Pereira

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings:
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)
Canticle 15

This week’s Commemorations in A Great Cloud of Witnesses 
(2016, Church Publishing Group).
• December 16 Ralph Adams Cram, 1942, and Richard Upjohn, 

1878, Architects, and John LaFarge, Artist, 1910 
• December 17 William Lloyd Garrison, 1879, and Maria 

Stewart, 1879, Prophetic Witnesses
• December 19 Lillian Trasher, Missionary in Egypt, 1961
• December 22 Henry Budd, Priest, 1875
• December 22 Charlotte Diggs (Lottie) Moon, Missionary in 

China, 1912


