
The 2018 SPR Women’s Weekend Retreat 
October 27-28, 2018 

Loyola University Retreat and Ecology Center, Woodstock, Illinois  
 
The Women’s Retreat provides an opportunity for the women of St. Paul and the Redeemer to 
gather together to be refreshed, encouraged, and challenged. We are woven of different 
ethnicities and cultural backgrounds, economic statuses, faith backgrounds, life stages, and 
sexual orientations, and we are strengthened by each woman’s story and voice. This interim 
time in the life of our church community is an important season to intentionally seek connection 
with each other. To that end, we have made some changes to this year’s format in an effort to 
make the retreat more accessible to a broader group of women at SPR, including condensing the 
retreat to two days and one night, decreasing the cost. 
 
The theme for the weekend is Junia: The First Woman Apostle. We will explore questions 
like: What are the historical roots of women in power in the church? How have women been 
oppressed in the church and world? What are the distinctive contributions of women to the 
church? We will have opportunities to form new friendships and strengthen existing 
relationships through both small group discussion and large group activities. In addition to the 
planned program, we will have free time on Saturday afternoon to explore the prairie and woods 
of the beautiful retreat center, walk the outdoor labyrinth in meditation, pray in the chapel, 
enjoy delicious meals, and relax in a serene setting. 
 
Our returning speaker is Clare Komoroske Rothschild, Professor in the Department of Theology 
at Lewis University, just outside Chicago, and jointly appointed as Professor Extraordinary in 
the Department of Ancient Studies at Stellenbosch University in South Africa. In addition to her 
work as a biblical scholar, Clare is an accomplished musician.  
 
Registration is $100/person for a double room and $130/person for a single room, and we are 
happy to honor roommate requests. The retreat begins at 10 am on Saturday and will include 4 
meals: Saturday lunch and dinner, Sunday breakfast and lunch. If cost is a barrier, scholarships 
are available for double rooms, so please let us know if you need assistance. The retreat center is 
located 60 miles from Chicago, and ridesharing will be coordinated for those in need of 
transportation. 
 
There are 30 openings to participate in this year’s Women’s Retreat. We encourage you to 
register early to secure your spot! You may do so by using the attached registration form or by 
completing the online registration found at http://www.sprchicago.org/womens-group/. The 
registration and payment deadline is September 23. Ask around -- there are many women at 
SPR who can share how they have enjoyed past retreats. We hope you can join us! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Richelle Stackert and the Leadership Team at 
sprwomensretreat@gmail.com. 
  



Retreat Schedule: 

Saturday 

Before 10 am  Free time to enjoy the peaceful grounds 

10-10:30 am  Arrival and Check-in 

10:30 am - 12 pm Morning Prayer & Welcome Session 

12:15 - 1:15 pm  Lunch 

1:30 - 4 pm  Afternoon Session, Small Group Time, & Breakout Activities    

4 - 6 pm   Free Time & Games 

6 - 7 pm  Dinner 

7:15 - 8:30 pm  Session 1 with Clare & Small Group Time 

8:30 - 9 pm  Compline 

9 pm and following Evening Fun   

 

Sunday 

8 - 9:30 am   Breakfast  

9:30 - 11 am  Session 2 with Clare & Small Group Time 

11-11:30 am  Free Time  

11:30 am - 12:30pm  Holy Eucharist 

12:30 - 1:30 pm Lunch 

1:30 pm  End of Programming, welcome to remain on the grounds until 4 pm 

 


