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Good morning. Grace to you and peace. I give thanks for 
you, acknowledging your works that stem from faith, 
your labors of love, and the steadfastness of your hope. I 
begin my sermon today grounded in the scriptures, 
echoing our patron Paul from his letter to the 
Thessalonians. I’ll get back to Paul and faith, love, and 
hope in a minute, but let me first address directly what 
many of you read in my letter this week. 

After considerable discernment, I have decided it is time 
for me to resign as Rector of St. Paul & the Redeemer. I 
was given a very important job to do, I have sought to do 
it faithfully, and it is time for me to finish my work here. 
My last regular Sunday will be December 17. I will be 
here to preside at Christmas.  I did not make this decision 
lightly, nor do I leave because of anything particular 
about this parish. On the contrary, let me be clear. It has 
been a great privilege to serve as Rector of St. Paul & the 
Redeemer and as Assistant Rector before that. This last 
decade has been a gift to me and to my family. And, it is 
time to go. Change is often good, for individuals and for 
parishes. And, I feel called to the next adventure. In the 
last couple days, a few have asked me to be more specific 
than I was in my letter. I can’t be much because I decided 
not to begin the important work of networking until after 
I announced this decision. And so I can’t tell you about 
the specific job I will have. But I know that I want to carry 
on my commitments to justice, to beauty, and to 
community. And I want to be tied into the City of 
Chicago. I see how institutions tie us together. Even in 
this park: Shoesmith and Ancona and SPR and Tyrone the 
tennis coach and Kenwood Legends Baseball and the 
dance classes led in our parish hall by Keisha from the 
Park District. Think of how they fit together to create a 
rich, just, beautiful community. I see how civic life is so 
enriched and enhance by great institutions. It has been 
my privilege to lead this institution for almost the last 

eight years. Now I am ready to help lead another. In 
January I will be taking evening business school classes 
in order to learn and to network. I am not leaving the 
priesthood. No. Ontological change! Once a priest, 
always a priest. I hope eventually to be a Priest Associate 
somewhere, preaching a few times a year, leading small 
groups, and maybe helping out when the Rector is on 
vacation. And would life really be full without the 
opportunity to sing the great hymns of the faith 
accompanied by the organ? Wherever I end up, I’ll be 
cheering for you. You are in good hands. Harold Olivey 
and Romonda McKinney Bumpus are good wardens. The 
Vestry is strong. And the Diocese of Chicago will be 
helping at every step going forward. My focus these last 
couple months will be on finishing well and on saying 
goodbye. 

But back to St. Paul. His words might be of help to us this 
morning. His letter to the Thessalonians is a fascinating 
book. If you were to rearrange the New Testament in the 
order of when the books were written, Thessalonians 
would come first. It was written in the year 51, less than 
20 years after Jesus’s death and decades and decades 
before the gospels were written. Actually, this letter is the 
first evidence we have of the existence of Christianity.  
And Thessaloniki was quite a city: the capital of the 
Roman providence of Macedonia, a port city with a 
location on a major Roman highway, it had a wide and 
thriving variety of social, religious, and cultural 
influences. (A little like Chicago today, maybe?) The story 
is that Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy went there and 
preached the good news to gentiles. (We know they were 
Gentiles because is says they turned from idols—not a 
description that would have been used of Jews.) They 
formed a thriving community of Jesus followers. And 
then the three of them left. Paul got stuck in Athens and 
couldn’t get back to see the Thessalonians and so he sent 



Timothy. Timothy goes and then gives Paul a great report. 
And that is what precipitates this letter.  

“Grace to you and peace.” Paul says. “We always give 
thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly remembering before our God and 
Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” Faith, 
love, and hope. That triad is so familiar to us. But you 
probably remember it from a different one of Paul’s 
letters: 1st Corinthians. In its famous 13th chapter, all 
about love, Paul says, “And now faith, hope, and love 
abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” It 
made sense for him to put love as the final and most 
important focus in his letter to the Church in Corinth. 
Recall that that was a fractious bunch, full of infighting 
and jealousy. In Corinth the rich were getting drunk at 
the Eucharist while others were going hungry. They 
needed a message of love. And Paul, the pastor, gave it 
to them. The situation was different in Thessaloniki. This 
bunch received the word with joy, were examples across 
the region. People in other cities knew what a great 
welcome the Thessalonians had given Paul, Timothy, and 
Silvanus. The Thessalonians seem to have loved each 
other. They faced different challenges. Paul had not been 
able to come back and see them. Some of them were 
worried about dying before Jesus returned in glory. And 
while they were strong, they needed encouragement to 
keep up the good work. So, while Paul emphasizes the 
same three attributes of faith, love, and hope, he put 
them in a different order. To the Thessalonians, Paul puts 
the emphasis on the steadfastness of hope.  

Paul was convinced that the Thessalonians had excellent 
grounds for their hope: the faithfulness of God, the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and the important work of 
Jesus. Paul did not begin his letter by giving thanks to 
the Thessalonians. “I write to thank you for the work you 
have done on behalf of God…” No, Paul begins the letter 
by giving thanks to God who chose and loves the 
Thessalonians. And for Paul, that is the reason why the 
Thessalonians can be steadfast in their hope.  

St. Paul & the Redeemer, God too has chosen you and 
loves you and calls you to do important work in this 
neighborhood and in this city. Continue the work that 
comes from your faith, continue the labor that comes 
from your love, and rest in the steadfastness of hope. 

Amen.


