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Imagine, if you will, a young carpenter of the first century who nonetheless has a smart phone 
and could tweet his inmost thoughts to us.   
 
1st Tweet:  My cousin John is preaching fire and brimstone and everyone is going to him to 
repent and be baptized. What’s up with that?!! Should I get in on this? 
 
2nd Tweet:  I am SO over this carpentry gig. I sense there is more that God calls me to be. Do I 
need a side hustle, or a career change?  What’s up with that?! 
 
3rd Tweet:  Seriously, it REALLY feels like it’s time for a change.  I am going out to the Jordan to 
visit John. 
 
Frankly, I often wish that the Gospels told us more than it does about Jesus’ inner thoughts. 
And today’s Gospel is one of those times.  Luke’s emphasis in reporting the baptism of Jesus is 
unique among the Gospels – the actual baptism by John is secondary.  Although I tend to recall 
the images of painting of Jesus standing in ankle deep water in the Jordan, and John the Baptist, 
looking scraggly and slightly scary, pouring a little water over his head, that is not what Luke 
focuses on.   
 
Luke is concerned with what comes next. After the baptism.  “Now when all the people were 
baptized and when Jesus has also been baptized,” may make us wonder if Jesus was just going 
along with his friends and neighbors. Many a sermon has been preached on why Jesus would 
be baptized, since we believe Jesus was without sin and therefore did not need a baptism to 
wash away sins. But John was preaching a baptism of repentance, and I think it helps to recall 
that repentance denotes a change of direction. Certainly, repentance as a change in direction 
away from sinful attitudes, habits and attitudes but repentance also encompasses a change in 
direction in one’s life.  And that is the sense that I take from Luke’s report of Jesus’ baptism. 
 
Jesus’ baptism signals the start of the new direction in his life, from humble carpentry in a small 
village, to a very public ministry of preaching and healing.  And by going to John for baptism 
makes the commitment public.  Luke emphasizes the what-happened-next over the actual 
baptism with water.  He says that after Jesus had been baptized, he “was praying, (and) the 
heaven was opened… The Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’”  Jesus’ 
public demonstration of the change in his life direction comes with a very public and divine 
ratification of that commitment to a new direction.      
 
Today’s remembrance of Jesus’ baptism provides the opportunity in a new calendar year to 
remember our own baptism, and to reflect on our own lives, commitments and ministries. To 



examine the areas of our lives where a change in direction is needed- whether in our 
relationships, our attitudes, our habits or even our vocational lives, our careers and ministries.  
 
Even more, it shows us the God’s response when we commit our lives to God.  The echo of the 
verse from Isaiah is all over the heavenly words to Jesus: “I have called you by name, you are 
mine… you are precious in my sight and honored and I love you.”   Today is our reminder of the 
reality of God’s love for us.  
 
Deciding to live our lives rooted in God requires a very real surrender-just as Jesus surrendered 
at his baptism.  An American Baptist minister friend told me once that her mentor when she 
was a seminary intern had told her once about the full immersion baptisms that they do.  (They 
only baptize when one is old enough to request baptism and make a public commitment to 
follow the Lord.  He advised her that some folks do want to be baptized and still “some you 
need to hold under the water a little longer ‘til they really surrender to God.”   While I do not 
advocate this approach, there is a kernel of truth there. 
 
Here in early 2019, I hope that you will wonder with me about your own life and our lives 
together,  
 
Where might we need to repent- to make a change of direction? 
 
How does our prayer life open us to hear anew that we are the beloved children of God? 
 
Where is God leading me, and us, to surrender even more to following Jesus to create a world 
of greater justice, mercy and peace? 
 
 
Imagine the last Tweet of the series: 
WOW!  God’s love is alive and living among us.  I can’t wait to tell everyone! 
 
 
 
 


