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The following sermon was written and preached by high school student, Ari Karafiol: 

My name is Ari Karafiol, I’m an American citizen, and I’m 16 years old. My whole life I’ve lived in Hyde 
Park and been a member of SPR. I am thankful to the Hyde Park community for raising me as a thoughtful and 
vocal product of an intellectual and education-oriented environment. I was raised to see the complexity of 
situations, to appreciate both sides of an argument, and to value neutrality as an ideal for clear-headed and 
mindful decision making. News outlets are supposed to provide NEUTRAL reporting; judges need to make 
NEUTRAL decisions to uphold our laws, and we must remain NEUTRAL people in order to consider what is 
necessary and right. While I am thankful for the privileges of the community that raised me, I am not here to 
celebrate those privileges. Rather, I implore that we collectively weaponize that privilege towards what is 
right--by condemning neutrality and raising our voices. 

While in Tucson, we had the opportunity to take notes on an Operation Streamline court proceeding, 
which since 2005 has acted as a court initiative that criminally prosecutes large groups of undocumented 
immigrants at a time. Over the course of an hour and a half, we witnessed 75 immigrants sentenced to 
deportation for crossing the border. The judges and the lawyers in the courtroom are neutral people. It is the 
judge’s job to sentence immigrants in front of them and it is the job of immigrant lawyers to force their clients to 
plead guilty. But their neutrality only serves to criminalize immigrants and affirm white supremacy, as does ours. 
Neutrality is not a catalyst for justice or pragmatism, it is an insulation to uphold the status quo in all of its 
injustice and dehumanization. Being neutral allows Operation Streamline to continue sentencing 75 people per 
court per day . 

Because we as a community have privilege--privilege in citizenship or wealth or education or being 
white or English speaking--we have the option to be neutral. By teaching neutrality, we normalize that 
privilege. We condemn marginalized communities and negate their voices because we forget that one can’t 
separate themselves from the issues that dehumanize one’s body. As a trans person I have to care about the 
Trump-era rollbacks of trans rights and the epidemic-level violence against black and brown transfeminine 
people, because my body is theirs. Marginalized people cannot choose to be nonpartisan because being born 
into a marginalized body is an inherently political act.  

Jesus was born under a colonial power as a brown Jewish person whose parents were refugees. His 
words were political. We see the politics in the story of the wounded man and the Samaritan we heard today. 
This story is heard by many as “unradical”--of course we would help the wounded man! We at SPR see everyone 
as equals! But we forget that this was not a neutral situation. In order to truly act as the Samaritan, we must 
abandon neutrality as a thinly veiled way to avoid problems we don’t want to deal with. The priest and the 
Levite are neutral. It was their religious duty to avoid unclean things and so they acted within their religious 
tradition. The Samaritan is not neutral. Jesus repeatedly emphasizes the tension between the Jews and 
Samaritans in his parables. The Samaritan sees the danger of his neutrality and chooses to acknowledge his bias 
of being born a Samaritan so that he can then look at the man in front of him for who he is, rather who society 
says he is. Fact: this man is Jewish. Fact: Jews are enemies of Samaritans. Fact: the Jewish man in front of him is 
naked and dying. Are you ready to take a side? 
 



The following sermon was written and preached by high school student, Julia 
Rademacher-Wedd: 

I’m Julia; I’m 16, and I’m an American citizen. You may have seen me around on Sundays, often sitting 
alone. I promise people like me, I just usually come to Church without my family... I have made coming to SPR a 
personal priority. I sang in the St. Nicholas choir, but didn’t start attending church regularly until two years ago. I 
liked coming here as a child and decided that this community was the one I wanted to be a part of as a teenager. 

I am an American citizen by birth, but also an Australian citizen by descent. My father arrived to the US 
in 1991 to study, and came back to marry my mother. He is what American politicians tout as a “good 
immigrant.” He speaks English as his first language, burns quickly in the sun, and has a great deal of education. 
To my mother’s family in Wisconsin he’s rather exotic, but I’ve never heard anyone question his right to be here, 
even though he only came to be with my mom. Unlike my father, many immigrants are constantly expected to 
prove themselves worthy of the privilege of being here.  

I know that those of us who identify as social liberals think that we are welcoming to immigrants. But 
think about the way you view policies such as DACA. DACA allows some people who were brought to the US as 
kids to stay here to work and study. How do you describe those particular millennials??? Do you use the word 
“innocent” to describe minors brought to the US without papers? In an effort to sway others, do you describe 
immigrants as “hardworking?” 

Good intentions don’t always have the intended positive impact, as Rev. KJ reminded us a few sermons 
ago. When we start to label certain immigrants as “good,” we imply that the rest are not. By declaring 
undocumented children innocent, we declare their parents guilty. Though we want to be welcoming, our 
language reveals that we still carry harmful assumptions. 

In the story of the Good Samaritan, the Priest and the Levite, important members of the religious 
community, make assumptions about the injured man on the road. He is assumed to be ‘unclean’ because of the 
way that the robbers left him, and the Priest and Levite treat him the way that their society expects them to. We 
like to see ourselves in the role of the Samaritan, but we more often follow unjust rules, like the Priest or the 
Levite. In this story, Jesus tells us that being a good neighbor does not always involve accepting the religious, 
social, or legal conventions of society.  

Crossing the border without papers is a crime, according to US law. In fact, like Ari said, some of those 
we saw in court in Tucson who were convicted of this crime  are being deported today. Right now. 

We spend so much time dividing the immigrant population into the “good” exceptions and “the rest.” 
Why don’t we pay attention to the ways in which we perpetuate the views that allow our society to label people 
as criminals, instead of neighbors ? The Samaritan never asked whether the injured man was guilty or innocent, 
deserving or undeserving. So why is that so important to us?  
 
The following sermon was written and preached by high school student, Teagan Bigger: 

My name is Teagan, I’m an American citizen, and I am a sophomore in high school. I have been coming 
to SPR my entire life and just recently got to go on a mission trip with the the SPR youth group and learn a lot.   

On the trip, we read and reflected upon the story of the Good Samaritan. In that story, Jesus refers to a 
Samaritan who’s radically hospitable, in the way he helped the man by the side of the road. When describing this 
example, Jesus tells us “Go and do likewise.” 

How do you “go and do likewise” regarding this work? Well, there are a few options! You can fill out the 
Skillset Survey that is in your bulletin as an insert and turn it in to the SPR office for SPR to use moving forward 
with our collective immigration work. Can you help us translate documents in a certain language? Can you help 
us organize a group to go to a protest? Want to start a small group on immigration? All of these things are 



helpful in changing how we as an SPR community view immigration and help to change the policies surrounding 
it.  

Another thing is to apply for a CityKey ID card. The Chicago CityKey is an optional, valid, 
government-issued ID card offered to all Chicago residents that can be used as a Ventra card, library card, and 
can be shown anytime an ID is needed; community groups developed the Chicago CityKey in response to the 
barriers that many Chicagoans face when trying to obtain a legal ID, especially if they are undocumented. If the 
members of this community, with all our privilege, get the CityKey ID card it will make it so that it's not only 
undocumented people who have it, but a normal thing for people to have, making it less of a cause for suspicion 
when a law enforcement officer is shown a CityKey ID. Through our collective action, we can work to normalize 
an important resource for our neighbors. You can find information on how to research getting a CityKey ID in the 
resource list printed at the back of your bulletin on the back cover of your bulletin/on page 18. 
For it is written, Jesus told them, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
The following sermon was written and preached by middle school student, Matthew 
Erlec: 

My name is Matthew, I’m 12 years old, I’m an American citizen, and I have been coming to SPR for 8 
years. If you’ve spoken to me about academics you’ve probably heard me speak on something related to 
socioeconomics, political science, or power dynamics. Those are some of my major interests and reasons that I 
went on our mission trip. So here are some things that the rest of the youth group and I brought back from our 
trip on that topic. 

Our host group, BorderLinks, taught us about the differences between charity and solidarity. Charity is a 
major part of our church and is valued in this community. Although charity is a good method of support and 
important thing for us to practice as a church, charity is not enough. Charity can sometimes be an issue because 
it often creates a problematic power dynamic we might not notice. So, if charity is not enough, what can we do? 
BorderLinks suggests solidarity. Through prayer , through cooperative  projects to support each other, and 
through learning each others’ ways of life and practices, we practice solidarity. We learned during devotions 
about the idea of equity  versus equality. Equality is about everyone having the same thing, equity is about 
people ending up with the same thing. This means that sometimes people’s voices need to be lifted up more 
than others’ to reach the same decibel. 

On the mission trip, we practiced charity. While at the Arivaca Humanitarian Aid office and after 
listening to a representative from the Chukson Water Protectors we bought stickers saying things like, 
“#NOT1MOREDEPORTATION”, “resistencia”, and “Water is life” that now decorate our water bottles and 
computer cases here in Chicago. Our donations support the work being done by those groups, but it is not 
enough.  

We were there to create solidarity between our community and theirs. We listened to others’ stories and 
at the end of the week, we were even invited to a protest against the detention center by the community groups 
we met with during the week. The primary way that we practiced solidarity was through our water drop in the 
desert. In this we volunteered for a group called “No More Deaths,” known for their history of leaving water in 
the desert for crossing migrants. (The border patrol and private militias are known to slash the water people 
leave and do what they can to prevent this aid.) We had gallons of water that we dropped in locations in the 
desert as well as food and medical resources with our guide. This is solidarity. Walking where people walk is 
solidarity. The Samaritan providing protection is solidarity. 

As a church let’s remember: The Samaritan charitably provided two days wages to aid the wounded 
man’s recovery, but what else did he do? In solidarity, he walked the path of the wounded man as well.  



 
The following sermon was written and preached by high school student, James Pruitt: 

My name is James, I’m 15. I’m an American citizen, and I have been coming to SPR my entire life. I have 
been on all three of the SPR Youth mission trips, and when I heard Addie’s offer to let me give a sermon, I 
foolishly jumped at it. We’ve heard a lot about the Good Samaritan, but in my foolishness, I want us to turn to 
the Proverbs chapter we read about “wisdom.” It reads: 

Wisdom shouts in the street; 
in the public square she raises her voice. 
Above the noisy crowd, she calls out. 

So this is me, shouting in the street, in the public square raising my voice above the noisy crowd, calling out. :) 
On the mission trip, we went to Nogales, a border city in Mexico. In this city, we met Manuel. He showed 

us the spot where Jose Antonio (the 16 year old that is depicted on the cover of your bulletin) was shot to death 
by a U.S. Border Patrol agent. In Nogales, we went to a grocery store. We split up into pairs (I was with Matthew) 
and had to find the price of beans, rice, and eggs. Others gathered prices for things like diapers, corn tortillas, 
and milk. Manuel led us in an activity comparing the prices we recorded to average prices for the same items in 
the U.S. The difference was clear, the average cost of living was more than five times higher in Mexico. 

Manuel told us how he had to leave his home in rural southern Mexico to move to Qwork in Nogales, 
because his family couldn’t support itself in his hometown . Why? Well, mostly because of us. U.S. policies and 
agreements like NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement) have abused Mexico’s lack of development and 
decimated wages. NAFTA in particular allowed US and Canadian companies to sell extra grain and corn in 
Mexico for a lower price than the Mexican farmers. The result? Hundreds of thousands of farmers were no longer 
able to support their families by farming food crops. Forced into poverty and left with few options, farmers had 
to leave their homes to search for jobs in cities with maquiladoras, factories that function as sweatshops, built 
and owned by American companies to take advantage of desperate workers. Despite these “opportunities,” work 
was and is still hard to come by, so many choose to migrate North to access jobs above Mexico’s dismal 
minimum wage. The kicker? The U.S. predicted this would happen; instead of trying to alleviate suffering, we 
strengthened border security around safer crossing points to force people through the desert as a “deterrent”. We 
heard Wisdom’s warnings and rejected her. We took God’s beautiful creation, the desert, and turned it into a 
weapon against the oppressed. 

As we send you forth today, we will read the Migrant’s Prayer. This short prayer was found in the pocket 
of a migrant who died in the desert while attempting to cross into the U.S. We read this prayer each night at the 
border in both Spanish and English, and we will do the same today. The prayer reminds us of the trials of 
migration: “ to set off, is to die a little. To arrive is never to arrive.” And yet it reminds us that “You, Lord, 
experienced migration...You yourself became a migrant from heaven to earth.” Jesus is the human representation 
of God, and experiences these human things with us. Jesus reminds us that God is with us. 
So let us not forget after this Sunday:  

That God is with us.  
That Wisdom is imploring us to hear her.  
And that as a community, we have a choice: will we listen? 


