
Advent
December 11, 2016 | 9:15 & 11:15

Third Sunday of



Can I receive Communion?
Yes. Everyone, without exception, is invited to receive Communion. 

When am I supposed to stand?
At any point in the service, it’s perfectly fine for you to remain seated as you’re com-
fortable. We do have customary times when we stand or kneel; these are indicat-
ed by the italicized instructions throughout the service. There are also times when 
it is customary to cross ourselves, and if you wish to do so, the  +  indicates that.

Are children welcome here?
Yes. Children are invited to participate actively in the service. Coloring pages, 
crayons, and books are also at the entrances to the church. Nursery care is 
available during the services for children ages 0-3; the Nursery is down the 
southwest stairs. And finally, changing tables are in the downstairs restrooms and 
the Nursery. 

Where are the restrooms?
There are single-user, gender-neutral restrooms down the southwest stairs and 
also through the northeast door of the sanctuary. See the map on the Welcome 
Table for details. 

How do I find my way around?

Is there wheelchair accessibility?
Yes. An accessible restroom is through the northeast door of the sanctuary. There 
is also a lift to take you downstairs, through the southeast door. See the map on 
the Welcome Table for details. Everyone is invited to remain seated at any point 
during the service as they need.

How about hearing assistance?
We can help there, too. Hearing-assistance devices are available from the ushers.
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You Are Welcome
Some Helpful Things A Little About

Let’s Get Connected

Our Vision
We seek to become a community that mirrors the radical hospitality 
practiced by Jesus. We do that in five important ways:

We look forward to getting to know you and telling you about this 
community:

1) Fill out one of these cards, which you can find in the backs of the 
chairs:

We Praise God

Check-in and follow SPR: facebook.com/sprchicago

We Invite All

We Connect Lives

We Nurture Faith

We Serve Neighbor

2) Stop by the Welcome Table, which is near the west entrance to the 
church.

to Know Today St. Paul & the Redeemer

There's a map at the Welcome Table near the west entrance to the church. Also feel 
free to ask anyone to help you around. 
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Godly Play (3 years old - 5th grade)
Sundays, 10:20-11:05a. The basis for Godly Play is that children are 
spiritual and have an incredible capapcity to listen, wonder, and make 
meaning together out of the biblical stories they hear. 

Youth Formation (6th - 12th grade)
Sundays, 10:20-11:05a. Today we will be talking about the real 
meaning of Christmas with a little help from Charlie Brown. Come for 
donuts, hot chocolate, and some holiday discussion.

Youth Group (6th - 12th grade)
White Elephant Gift Exchange, Tonight 5-7p | Bring your wittiest  white 
elephant  gift  (“a possession that is useless or troublesome, especially 
one that is expensive to maintain or difficult to dispose of” ) , wrapped 
and ready to exchange, as we celebrate Christmas for our last youth 
group of 2016!

Women’s Group
All women are welcome to come for  snacks and conversation. Usually meets the 
third Saturday of the month. Next meeting is Sat, Jan 21, 3-5p in the Byllesby 
Room. Contact Anne Harlan, harlanferlo@gmail.com, for more information.

Fiber Arts Group 
Everyone interested in knitting, crocheting, or other fiber arts is invited to 
be part of this group. Usually meets the second Sunday of the month. Next 
meeting is today, Sunday, Dec 11 at 12:30p, in the Byllesby Room.  Contact 
Rosemary Gooden, rdgooden@earthlink.net, for more information. 

Arts Committee
Join other creative minds in planning art shows for our Chapel. Usually meets 
the second Sunday of the month. Next meeting is today, Sunday, Dec 11 at 
12:30p, in the Chapel. Contact Jim Wright, jimphotoguy1@gmail.com, for 
more information. 

The Food Pantry
A mix of healthy foods purchased by SPR from the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository and donated by parishioners is given free to anyone 
who lives between 35th and 63rd Streets and the Lake and Cottage 
Grove. Over 75 individuals are served each week. 
Donations: Bring an item or fill a bag.
Needed this Week: canned corn, canned peas, canned green beans, 
cereal, soup, canned beans 
Distribution: Wednesdays, 3:30-5:30p, Narthex

Open Kitchen
Cook a nutritious lunch for our hungry neighbors, serving 75-100 
individuals each month. No skills necessary! Meets once per month. 
The next cooking date is Sun, Dec 18, 12:30p, in the kitchen.

Haiti Lunch Program
Support a thrice-a-week lunch program, totaling over 17,000 luncher 
per year at St. Patrick’s School in Haiti. Donate at our annual fundraiser 
and/or visit St. Patrick’s with a team from SPR. 

St. Nicholas Choir (K-2nd Grade)
Sings at the 9:15 service about every 3 weeks
Weekday Rehearsal: 
Thursday 6-6:30p in the Sanctuary 
Next Singing Date: Sunday, Jan 29
Contact: Gretchen Eng: gre@sp-r.org
Choristers (3rd Grade and Up)
Sings weekly at the 9:15 service
Weekday Rehearsal: Thursday 6-7:45p in the 
St. Cecilia Room
Contact: Christian Clough: cmc@sp-r.org
9:15 Adult Choir
Weekday Rehearsal: Thursday 7-8:45p in the 
St. Cecilia Room
Contact: Christian Clough: cmc@sp-r.org
11:15 Adult Choir 
Weekday rehearsals: 2 Tuesdays per month, 
7-9:30p in the St. Cecilia Room
Next Rehearsal: Tuesday, Jan 10
Contact: Christian Clough: cmc@sp-r.org

FEEDING MINISTRIES

The Food Garden
We grow fresh organic produce for the St. Martin de Porres Woman’s 
Shelter in Woodlawn. Our growing season is over for the year, but we 
will be back in the garden in the Spring. Questions? email George 
Chlipala (chlige@yahoo.com).

Yoga Classes 
Mondays and Fridays, 9:00-10:00a, Chapel. Contact Sharla Stewart,  
sharla.a.stewart@gmail.com, for more information.

CONNECTING LIVES

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
FORMATION 

THE SPR CHOIRS

Adult Formation
On Sundays at 10:20 we host speakers and discussions about matters of faith 
and topics relevant to current events. This week there will be no adult formation. 
Instead, join us downstairs in the Parish Hall for our Annual Advent Bake Sale. 
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This is the season of Advent, the four weeks before Christmas. “Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “a 
coming.” This season is about waiting, watching, and preparing for the coming of Jesus — both his first coming at his birth in 
Bethlehem and his hoped-for second coming, when perfect peace and justice will be known by all. In the church today, there are 
some special Advent symbols:

The Advent Wreath 
This is the wreath with four blue candles in it, in front of the pulpit. It helps us count the days until Christmas, as each Sunday we 
light one more candle. Like the dawn breaking in the east, the light of the Advent Wreath slowly gathers and strengthens as we 
approach Christ’s birth. 

Purple and Blue
These are the colors of this season, shown in the altar cloths, the Advent Wreath candles, and the clergy’s vestments. Purple is a 
regal color, preparing us for the King who showed us true rulership by coming to us as one who is poor. Blue is the color of Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, who gave him his humanity and prophesied that by him God would fulfill the hopes of her people — and of 
all people — for a time when the weak will be exalted and the hungry will be filled. Together, these colors also display (like the 
gathering light of the Advent Wreath) the early-morning sky and reflect our hopeful expectation for a new and glorious day.

Evergreens 
You don’t find this at most churches, but we put up our evergreen trees for all of Advent. Evergreens have long been associated 
with this time of year because their lively green is not overcome by the deathly cold of winter days. For this reason, they are 
a symbol of the life we have in Jesus: even when the world seems to be dying all around us, we share with the world a life 
that overcomes death. Our evergreens stand dark during most of Advent, and yet their fragrance already fills us with an unseen 
beauty. And by the end of Advent, they will be bright with the light of Christmas.

Prophecy 
During the Sundays of Advent, our readings are thick with dreams and prophecies. Like the evergreens standing watch with us in 
this space, these ancient scriptures fill us with a beautiful hope for something we cannot yet see. 
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THE WORD OF GOD

When the bell rings, please stand as able and sing:

Throughout the bulletin, the congregation is to say all bolded text aloud. 

Prelude

+ Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God, for ever and ever.

Chorale Prelude on “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland”, BWV 659
Music: Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: Stuttgart, 87. 87, melody from Psalmodia Sacra, oder Andächtige und Schöne Gesange, 1715; adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), alt.
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All sing three times as the Advent Wreath is lighted:

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, 
and with great might come among us; 
and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, 
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

Please be seated.

Music: Ver. Hymnal 1982, after Alexander Archangelsky (1846-1924)
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The Lessons
A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of 
the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
"Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you." Then 
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A 
highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no 
traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Isaiah 35:1-10

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God.

That boychild of Mary was born in a stable,
a manger his cradle in Bethlehem.

What shall we call Him,
Child of the manger?
What name is given in Bethlehem?

His name is Jesus,
God ever with us,
God given for us in Bethlehem?

Gift of the Father,
To human mother,
Makes Him our brother in Bethlehem

Words: Luke 2:7; Tom Colvin (b. 1935)
Music: Traditional Malawi Melody; adapt. Tom Colvin (b. 1925)

9:15 Only - St. Nicholas Choir sings. 



8

A reading from the letter of James.

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with
it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example
of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
James 5:7-10

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

 11:15 Only - The Choir introduces the refrain, which all repeat together. The choir sings the psalm. All sing the refrain where indicated.

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! whose hope is in the Lord their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps his promise for ever;
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.  REFRAIN

The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the 
wicked.
The Lord shall reign for ever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! REFRAIN

Music: Plainsong Tone VII.1



9

At the + below, you are invited to trace a cross over your forehead, your mouth, and over your heart.

+ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to
come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed
is anyone who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is
the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly I tell
you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he.”
Matthew 11:2-11

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

All stand as able and sing. 

Words: 1989 A New Zealand Prayer Book
Music: Carl Haywood (b. 1949), from Tunes of Grace

Words Copyright © 1989 A New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihihare O Aotearoa
Music Copyright © 1997 Carl Haywood
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The Sermon
Today’s Preacher: The Rev'd Peter Lane, Rector

Children’s Chapel - 9:15 Only. Children in preschool to second grade are invited to their own liturgy in the Chapel. They will return at 
the Peace. We ask that parents take crying infants to the Narthex or Nursery.

The Apostles' Creed
Let us confess the faith of the Church.

All stand as able. 

We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the Holy Spirit
  and born of the Virgin Mary
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
  was crucified, died, and was buried;
 He descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again.
 He ascended into heaven,
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
Emmanuel, God-with-us, from age to age you have kept your promise to come near to your people. Make us bold in this Advent 
season to welcome you here, that we too might be reflections of your creative power, your tireless justice, and your undaunted love. 
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Creation’s God, you dazzle us with a bright full moon on a dark winter’s night; you surprise us with new discoveries in the depths of 
the universe and the intricacies of our own bodies and minds. Come near to us and restore our wonder, that we might rejoice in our 
creatureliness, and cherish our interdependence with all you have made.  
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

History’s God, you bring down the powerful and lift up the lowly, and yet we are anxious about our human limitations, our inability 
to govern ourselves, and our fragile intentions to build a better world for all. Come near to us and restore our courage, that we 
might work for justice, wholeness, and peace —for the south side of Chicago, and for all people. 
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of the Prophets, you stir up dissatisfaction with things as they are, even as we are distracted by claims and causes that do not 
satisfy, and cannot bring life. Come near to us, trouble our self-centered certainties, and restore our desire for you, that we might 
watch eagerly for the signs of your appearing in our midst.   
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

We pray for all who suffer in mind, body and spirit, especially Camilla Spaltro (aunt of Fran Spaltro), Thomas Walker (father 
of Wendy Williams), Kenneth Larsen (father of David Larsen), Olive & George Whitley, and Alexis Okoroh, as well as for their 
caregivers. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who have gone before us into your light, especially Mary O’Dowd (12/14), Arthur Shepard Rone (12/16), Louise 
Bohrer (12/16), and Margaret Clark (12/16). 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Edia Chipman (12/11), Helen Johnson (12/11), David Daniels 
(12/13), Char Jones-Foster (12/13), Nisse Danforth (12/14), John Crenson Jr. (12/16), and Vance Laurderdale (12/17); and those 
celebrating anniversaries, especially Olive & George Whitley (12/14) and Hannah & Tayo Adegoke (12/17). 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

You are invited to offer your own prayers and thanksgivings, ending each with, "Lord, in your mercy."

God of eternity and creator of the universe, by your power and might have all things come to be; and yet you entered our world as a 
refugee child, that we might not live in fear but be known and named by Love. Come to us, abide with us, be born in our hearts and 
make this house your home, that we might be light and hope for all who seek your face. Amen.

Prayers Written by Cynthia Lindner
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Confession, Absolution, and Peace
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All bow or kneel as able.

God of all mercy;
          we confess that we have sinned against you,
          opposing your will in our lives,
We have denied your goodness in each other,
          in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
          the evil we have done,      
          and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
          through our Savior Jesus Christ,
          that we may abide in your love
          and serve only your will. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, + forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.

All stand as able.

The peace of God be always with you.
And also with you.

All greet one another and return to their seats.
Some announcements will be given, but there’s much more to find out in the front and back pages of this bulletin.



13

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Offertory
Sung by the choir.

The Great Thanksgiving
Please stand as able when the clergy go to the altar.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right and  a good and joyful thing... 

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

Words: Isaiah 40.5 (KJV)
Music: from Messiah, HWV 56, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)
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Music: from Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (1937-2010)
Adaptation Copyright © 1985 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721

All sing:
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We give thanks to you, O God...
... Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all...
... Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, forever and ever. 
Amen.

Enriching our Worship 1, Eucharistic Prayer 3. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your Name,
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done,
   on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,
  as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Save us from the time of trial, 
  and deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and for ever. Amen.



16

Music: Marjorie Landsmark-DeLewis (b. 1930)
Copyright © 1990 Marjorie Landsmark-DeLewis

The Breaking of the Bread
All sing:

The gifts of God for the people of God.

All, without exception, are invited to receive Communion. If you want gluten-free bread, tell the priest. If you would like a blessing in 
place of Communion, cross your arms over your chest.

The ushers will help each section up to the altar. But don’t worry; all will be fed.

Healing Prayer - 11:15 Only. If you would like to be prayed for individually, you are invited to the area in front of the columbarium  
(SE corner of the sanctuary) after you have received communion, where a prayer team member will pray with you briefly before you 

Solo: 
“Take me to the King”
Luther Lewis, III, tenor
Words & Music: Kirk Franklin



17

All sing:

 Words: Traditional
Music: Negro spiritual



18

Let us pray. 

Please stand as able.

Loving God,
     we give you thanks
     for restoring us in your image
     and nourishing us with spiritual food
     in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
     a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
     that we may proclaim your love to the world
     and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Presider blesses the People. You are invited to + cross yourself as the Presider traces a cross over the congregation.

All sing:

Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751)
Music: Richmond, CM, melody Thomas Haweis (1734-1820); adapt. Samuel Webbe (1740-1816); harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, Revised, 1950

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Toccata on "Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland," BWV 661
Music: Johann Sebastian Bach
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COMING UP

Looking for a room? Find a map on the Welcome Table at the west entrance of the church.

Annual Holiday Bake Sale
Everyone is invited to come to the Parish Hall and purchase 
delicious cakes, cookies, breads, and other baked goods. All 
proceeds from the Bake Sale go to support technology needs 
to teach literacy in the kindergarten classrooms at Shoesmith 
Elementary School. 

Caroling in the Neighborhood
Everyone is invited to come caroling around the neighborhood to 
spread the joy of the season. Afterward, we'll come back to the 
church for pizza. An annual favorite for kids and parents! Meet in 
the sanctuary at 5:30p. 

DEC
15

Christmas Eve Services
• 5:00p - Family Service and Christmas Pageant (Pageant 

participants arrive in the Sanctuary by 4p).
• 9:00p - Festal Service with choir and hymns.

DEC
24

8a and 10a Services Only
We will return to our regularly scheduled services on 
Sunday, Jan 8. 

JAN
1

DEC
25

Christmas Service
• 10:00a - Christmas Morning Service with hymns.

Update Your Calendar

Healing Prayer at 11:15
Healing Prayer will continue to be offered during the Eucharist in the 11:15 
service. Healing prayer is not for physical needs only but also for any aspect 
of your life that needs healing. After you have been served at the communion 
table, you are invited to the area in front of the columbarium, where a prayer 
team member prays a prayer from the Book of Common Prayer briefly before 
you return to your seat. 

Pastoral Drop-in Hours with Dan Puchalla
Going through a difficult time? Have questions about God or want to work 
on your prayer life? Just want to chat? Drop by the Byllesby Room to talk 
with Dan Puchalla, Associate Rector, any Wednesday between 4:00 and 
7:00p. As always, you're also invited to contact Peter (pcl@sp-r.org) or Dan 
(dap@sp-r.org) at any time for pastoral conversations. 

Upcoming Choir Schedule Changes
There will be no choirs on Christmas Day or New Years' Day and pick up 
choirs will sing on Sun, Jan 8. Regular rehearsals will begin again on Tues, 
Jan 10 and Thurs, Jan 12. Questions? Contact Christian (cmc@sp-r.org).

Christmas Pageant Important DatesDEC
22

Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal 
Everyone participating in the Christmas Pageant will 
rehearse in the Sancturary, 6-7:30p. Smaller children 
without speaking parts will most likely be finished closer 
to 6:30p, no later than 7p. 

DEC
18

Celebrate Our Successful Fundraising for 
the Capital Campaign
Join us after all three liturgies next Sunday, Dec 18 to celebrate 
the incredible generosity of this community.

Celebrate Our Successful Fundraising 
for the Capital Campaign

Join us after all three liturgies next Sunday, Dec 18 to celebrate the 
incredible generosity of this community. We will have mimosas and cake.

TODAY

Christmas Pageant Interest Meeting
Are your kids interested in being a part of this year's Christmas 
Pageant? Join Gretchen Eng in the Byllesby Room following Godly 
Play (around 11:10a) to talk about what and when the Christmas 
Pageant is and how your children can be involved. Questions? 
Email Gretchen at gre@sp-r.org. 

TODAY

Interest Meeting - Sun, Dec 11 in the Byllesby Room following Godly Play 
(around 30 min)
Dress Rehearsal - Thurs, Dec 22 6-7:30p. Smaller children without speaking 
parts will probably be finished closer to 6:30p, no later than 7p. 
Christmas Eve Pageant - All participants come to the Sanctuary at 4p to 
prepare for the 5p Family Service
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