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Can I receive Communion?
Yes. Everyone, without exception, is invited to receive Communion. 

When am I supposed to stand?
At any point in the service, it’s perfectly fine for you to remain seated as you’re com-
fortable. We do have customary times when we stand or kneel; these are indicat-
ed by the italicized instructions throughout the service. There are also times when 
it is customary to cross ourselves, and if you wish to do so, the  +  indicates that.

Are children welcome here?
Yes. Children are invited to participate actively in the service. Coloring pages, 
crayons, and books are also at the entrances to the church. Nursery care is 
available during the services on Sundays for children ages 0-3; the Nursery is 
down the southwest stairs. And finally, changing tables are in the downstairs 
restrooms and the Nursery. 

Where are the restrooms?
There are single-user, gender-neutral restrooms down the southwest stairs and 
also through the northeast door of the sanctuary. See the map on the Welcome 
Table for details. 

How do I find my way around?

Is there wheelchair accessibility?
Yes. An accessible restroom is through the northeast door of the sanctuary. There 
is also a lift to take you downstairs, through the southeast door. See the map on 
the Welcome Table for details. Everyone is invited to remain seated at any point 
during the service as they need.

How about hearing assistance?
We can help there, too. Hearing-assistance devices are available from the ushers.
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You Are Welcome
Some Helpful Things A Little About

Let’s Get Connected

Our Vision
We seek to become a community that mirrors the radical hospitality 
practiced by Jesus. We do that in five important ways:

We look forward to getting to know you and telling you about this 
community:

1) Fill out one of these cards, which you can find in the backs of the 
chairs and drop it in the offering basket or give it to a member of the 
clergy:

We Praise God

Check-in and follow SPR: facebook.com/sprchicago

We Invite All

We Connect Lives

We Nurture Faith

We Serve Neighbor

2) Stop by the Welcome Table, which is near the west entrance to the 
church.

to Know Today St. Paul & the Redeemer

There's a map at the Welcome Table near the west entrance to the church. Also feel 
free to ask anyone to help you around. 
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Chorale Prelude

All remain seated and sing:

Prelude
Trio super “Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr”
(“God alone in the highness is”, German metrical version of “Glory to God in the highest”), BWV 663
Music: Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Words: Sts. 1-2 & 4-6 Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), alt.; St. 3, James Waring McCrady (b. 1938)
Music: Irby, 87. 87. 77, melody Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876); harm. Arthur Henry Mann (1850-1929)

Stanza 3 Words Copyright © 1982, James Waring McCrady.
Music Copyight © 1957, Novello and Company Limited. Used in The Hymnal 1982 by permission. 
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Sung by the choir:

“Rise up, shepherd, and follow”
Words: traditional
Music: Negro spiritual

“The snow lay on the ground” (“Venite adoremus”)  

All sing:

1
The snow lay on the ground,
the stars shone bright,
when Christ our Lord was born
On Christmas night.
Venite adoremus Dominum. 
(Come, let us adore the Lord)

2
’Twas Mary, daughter pure
of holy Anne,
that brought into this world
the God made man.
She laid him in a stall

at Bethlehem;
the ass and oxen shared
the roof with them.
Refrain

3
Saint Joseph, too, was by
to tend the child;
to guard him, and protect
his mother mild;
the angels hovered round,
and sang this song,
Refrain

4
And thus that manger poor
became a throne;
for he whom Mary bore
was God the Son.
O come, then, let us join
the heavenly host,
to praise the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost.
Refrain

Words: Source unknown, 19th cent.
Music: Venite adoremus, Anglo-Irish carol; source unknown, 19th cent.; setting Leo Sowerby (1895-1968)
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Words: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt.
Music: Gloria, 77. 77 with Refrain, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958)

The choir sings from Messiah, HWV 56, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759):

X. RECITATIVE
For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise 
upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kiss to 
the brightness of thy rising.

XI. ARIA
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: and they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.

XII. CHORUS
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.

Words: Isaiah 40.2-3

Words: Isaiah 9.2
Samuel Weiser, bass

Words: Isaiah 9.6
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All sing:

Words: Edmund H. Sears (1810-1876)
Music: Carol, CMD, Richard S. Willis (1819-1900)
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When the bell rings, all stand as able and sing:
The Word of God

6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be  
	 glory	given;	Word	of	the	Father,	now	in	flesh	appearing;	

Words: John Francis 
Wade (1711-1786); 

tr. Frederick Oakeley 
(1802-1880) and others
Music: Adeste fideles, Irr., 
present form of melody 
att. John Francis Wade 

(1711-1786); harm. 
The English Hymnal, 

1906; reharms. & v. 3 
descant David Willcocks 

(1919-2015); v. 6 
descant, R. Middleton
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+ Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God, for ever and ever.

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, you have caused this holy night 
to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, 
may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

The Lessons
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings 
good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift 
up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break 
forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has 
redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends 
of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Isaiah 52:7-10

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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The Choir sings:
Sing to the Lord a new song; 
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; 
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations 
and his wonders among all peoples.
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 
he is more to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.
Oh,	the	majesty	and	magnificence	of	his	presence!	
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; 
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; 
bring	offerings	and	come	into	his	courts.
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
let the whole earth tremble before him.
Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is King! 
he	has	made	the	world	so	firm	that	it	cannot	be	moved;	he	will	judge	the	peoples	with	equity.”
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 
let	the	field	be	joyful	and	all	that	is	therein.
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes, 
when he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness 
and the peoples with his truth.

Psalm 96
Anglican chants: Stephen Darlington (b. 1952) & David Hurd (b. 1950)

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he
has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the
worlds.	He	is	the	reflection	of	God’s	glory	and	the	exact	imprint	of	God’s	very	being,	and	he	sustains	all
things	by	his	powerful	word.	When	he	had	made	purification	for	sins,	he	sat	down	at	the	right	hand
of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more
excellent than theirs. 
Hebrews 1:1-4

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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All stand as able and sing:

Words: African-American spiritual 19th cent.; adapt. John W. Work (1901-1967)
Music: Go Tell It on the Mountain, 76. 76 with Refrain, Afro-American spiritual, 19th cent.; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (1935-2009)

Arr. Copyright © 1984 Horace Clarence Boyer. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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The Sermon
Tonight’s Preacher: The Rev’d Peter Lane, Rector
We ask that parents take crying infants to the Narthex or the Nursery downstairs.

At the + below, you are invited to trace a cross over your forehead, your mouth, and over your heart.
+ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not
of	blood	or	of	the	will	of	the	flesh	or	of	the	will	of	man,	but	of	God.	And	the	Word	became	flesh	and	lived
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
John 1:1-14

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.



12

The Prayers of the People
Let us pray. 
All stand. 
Let us pray in the peace of God, that all the gifts we shall give and receive in these days be but small
tokens	of	the	gift	that	shines	forth	in	God’s	Word	made	flesh	this	night.	And	from	grateful	hearts	let	us
intercede	for	all	who	find	themselves	longing	for	this	deepest,	truest	gift,	saying,	
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

May	the	peace	proclaimed	by	angels	in	the	shepherds’	field	be	realized	on	every	field	of	war	and	on	every
street	of	violence.	 
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

May	the	child	born	to	us	find	in	our	hearts	warm	welcome	by	our	openness	to	the	needs	of	the	homeless
and	the	hungry.	 
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

In this time of gift giving, may we become more responsive to the abandoned, the despairing, and the
mourning. 
Lord,	in	your	mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

May	the	rejoicing	of	this	day	be	a	bond	leading	us	to	true	communion	of	life	and	worship. 
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

May the joy and consolation of the wonderful Counselor enliven all who are struck down by disease and
illness, including Thomas Walker (father of Wendy Williams), Kenneth Larsen (father of David Larsen),
Olive & George Whitley, and Alexis Okoroh, as well as their caretakers, and all who have died, including
John Cloud (12/14), Dana Stewart (12/26), Jack Schultz (12/28), and Alice Karl (12/28).
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

I	invite	you	to	offer	your	own	prayers	and	thanksgivings,	ending	each	with	“Lord,	in	your	mercy.”

God	of	darkness	and	silence,	you	have	pierced	the	quiet	of	this	night	by	the	utterance	of	your	Word	
in	our	flesh.	May	our	words	of	prayer	and	praise	echo	the	song	of	the	angels,	so	that	all	might	come	to	
the peace you promise in Jesus, who is Lord and God this night and forever. Amen.

Adapted from Intercessions for the Christian People

The Peace
The peace of God be always with you.
And also with you.
All greet one another and return to their seats for the rest of the service.
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Offertory
Sung by the Choir:

Good people all, this Christmastime,
Consider well and bear in mind
What our good God for us has done,
In sending his beloved Son.
With Mary holy we should pray
To God with love this Christmas Day; 
In Bethlehem upon that morn
There was a blessed Messiah born.

The night before that happy tide
The noble Virgin and her guide
Were long time seeking up and down
To	find	a	lodging	in	the	town.
But mark how all things came to pass:
From every door repelled, alas!
As long foretold, their refuge all
Was but an humble oxen stall.

Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep
Their	flocks	of	lambs	and	feeding	sheep;
To whom God’s angels did appear,
Which put the shepherds in great fear.
‘Prepare and go’, the angels said,
‘To Bethlehem, be not afraid;
For	there	you’ll	find,	this	happy	morn,
A princely babe, sweet Jesus born.’

With thankful heart and joyful mind
The	shepherds	went	the	babe	to	find,
And as God’s angel had foretold,
They did our Saviour Christ behold.
Within a manger he was laid,
And by his side the virgin maid,
Attending on the Lord of life,
Who came on earth to end all strife.

The Holy Communion

Words: Irish traditional
Music: Irish folk melody, arr. John Rutter (b. 1945)
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Presentation
Please stand as able when the clergy go to the altar. 
When the Thurifer (incense-bearer) bows to the congregation, return the bow as able.

All sing: 
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Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.
Music: Antioch, CM with Refrain, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759); 

adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason (1792-1872)

10 

 

All stand when the Presider stands to approach the altar. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Said at 9:15. Chanted at 11:15. 

Presider: 

People: 

Presider: 

People: 

Presider: 

People: 
 

The Holy Communion 

The Offertory 

Creating God 
Creating God, your fingers trace the bold designs of farthest space; let sun and moon and stars and 
light and what lies hidden praise your might. Sustaining God, your hands uphold earth’s mysteries 
known or yet untold;; let water’s fragile blend with air, enabling life, proclaim your care. Redeeming 
God, your arms embrace all now despised for creed or race; let peace, descending like a dove, make 
known on earth your healing love. Indwelling God, your gospel claims one family with a billion names; 
let every life be touched by grace until we see you face to face.  
Words:  Jeffrey Rowthorn (b. 1934) 
Music: David Hurd (b. 1950) 

our

The Great Thanksgiving

It is right ...
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We give thanks to you ...
... Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
And	we	offer	...
... Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is 

yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.

The Book of Common Prayer (1979), Eucharistic Prayer B

All sing:

Music: from A Community Mass, Richard Proulx (1937-2010)
Music Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father in heaven, 
     hallowed be your Name,
     your kingdom come, 
     your will be done,
          on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,
     as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, 
     and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
     now and for ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
All sing:

Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)
Music: St. Louis, CMD, Lewis H. Redner (1831-1908)

The gifts of God for the people of God.

All, without exception, are invited to receive Communion.  If you want gluten-free bread, tell the priest.  If you would 
like a blessing in place of Communion, cross your arms over your chest.
The ushers will help each section up to the altar. But don’t worry; all will be fed. 
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Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885)
Music: Stille Nacht, Irr., melody Franz Xaver Gruber (1787-1863); harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824-1910); alt. harm. Noel Roawsthorne (b.1939)

All sing:
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Words: Edward Caswall (1814–1878)
Music: Humility, John Goss (1800–1880); arr. for choir and congregation, David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Sending Forth
Let us pray. 
Please stand.

Loving God,
     we give you thanks
     for restoring us in your image
     and nourishing us with spiritual food
     in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
     a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
     that we may proclaim your love to the world
     and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Presider blesses the People. You are invited to cross yourself as the Presider traces a cross over the congregation.

All sing:
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All sing:
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Fantasia on “In dulci jubilo” (“In quiet jubilation”), BWV 729
Music: Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt.
Music: Mendelssohn, 77. 77. D with Refrain, Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831-1915)
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Our Musicians This Evening
SOPRANO
Jacky Corey-Hain
Emily Cox*
Antoinette Daniels
Jang Mi Johnson
Erin Lane
Rebecca Luttrell
Anne Marie McKibbon
Kerstin Wellbery

ALTO
Kate Baldwin
Wendy Olmsted
Jane McCamant
Bridget Skaggs*
Carolyn Pereira

TENOR
Luther Lewis III*
Dhananjay Jagannathan
Doug McKibbon
Harold Olivey

BASS
Sam Weiser*
Jared Beverly
Dave Fleer

* = section leader

Christmas Offerings
Pulpit Flowers

Given in honor of Lauranita Dugas, Lester Dugas, and Dorothy J. Taylor 
from the Dugas Glover Family.

General	Offerings
Anonymous.
Anonymous.
Mia Beans

Connie Bonbrest in thanksgiving for many blessings in life
Val Cavin in memory of Helen and Al Cavin

Robin, Gomez, and Meryl Charleston in thanksgiving for our family and friends
Clara and Thomas Christensen in memory of our fathers
Brenda Kilpatrick in memory of Doris Fuller, Venie Fuller, 

Dorothy Foxie, Margaret Davis, and Debbie Jackson
The Nemec Family

Barnabas Pusnur and Padma Vundi
Andrew Rostan in thanksgiving for the Beans, Marvins, Bestul-

Fuehls, Brandon-Walshes, and Schlemmers
Ellen	Wiggins	and	Kathy	Powers	in	thanksgiving	for	SPR	clergy	and	staff
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Merry Christmas
We wish you a very

and many blessings in the New Year



This Evening’s Ministers
Presiders
Dan Puchalla, Peter Lane

Preacher
Peter Lane

Deacon
Jack Seymour

Music Leader
Christian Clough

Acolytes
Kenji Kuramitsu, Eddie Christensen, Declan Bigger

Lectors
Helen Johnson, Greg Colombe

Prayer Leader
Valencia Hearon

Chalice Ministers
David Farris, John Omoworare, Greg Colombe, John Adewoye

Ushers
Romonda McKinney Bumpus, Micah Prochaska 

Altar Guilder
Twila Jones

Communion Bread Bakers
Deb Hass, Cecilia Mowatt

Wardens
Harold Olivey
Romonda McKinney
     Bumpus
Treasurer
Doug	Hoffman
Clerk
Twila Jones

Vestry Class of 2017
Mel Parks
Sally Wolcott 
Vinita Wright
Vestry Class of 2018
Adetayo Adegoke
Allison Clark
Will Greenland
Vestry Class of 2019
Thomas Christensen
Maureen Jesuthasan
Jane McCamant

Vestry

Staff
Rector
The Rev’d Peter C. Lane (pcl@sp-r.org)
Director of Music
Christian M. Clough (cmc@sp-r.org)
Associate Rector
The Rev’d Daniel A. Puchalla (dap@sp-r.org)
Deacon
The Rev’d Jack Seymour 
(jack_seymour2000@yahoo.com)
Priest Associate
The Rev’d Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows
(JBBurrows@episcopalchicago.org)
Priest Associate
The Rev’d Roger Ferlo
(rferlo@bexleyseabury.edu)
Director of Children’s Formation
Monte Tugwete (mt@sp-r.org)
Youth Leader
Addie C. Domske (acd@sp-r.org)
Administrative Assistant
Lydia C. Gajdel (lcg@sp-r.org)
Children’s Music Assistant
Gretchen R. Eng (gre@sp-r.org)
Sexton
Lukasz Jedrzejewski (lj@sp-r.org)
Nursery Staff
Jessica Steele, Virginia Woodard
Staff Singers
Bridget Skaggs, Emma Cox, 
Samuel Weiser, Luther Lewis III
Seminary Intern
Kenji Kuramitsu (kenjikuramistu@gmail.com)
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