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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 
CHRISTMAS

John 1:1-18, at Cerezo Barredo’s weekly gospel illustration.
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Some Helpful Things
to Know Today

A Little About

What Kind of Church Is This?
St. Paul & the Redeemer is a community that seeks to mirror the radical 
hospitality practiced by Jesus, holding together a progressive outlook and a 
rootedness in the Christian faith. We are woven of different races, economic 
statuses, cultural backgrounds, faith backgrounds, gender identities, and 
sexual orientations, and we are strengthened and enriched by each person’s 
story and voice. SPR honors both faith and doubt, bringing together our 
highest hopes and our deepest fears.

SPR Anti-Racism Vision Statement
To mirror the radical hospitality practiced by Jesus and be true to our 
baptismal covenant, we strive to become a beloved community that reflects 
on our own racial identities and recognizes racism and privilege in our church 
and society; works for justice by building relationships and sustained efforts 
to heal, reconcile, and seek Christ in each other; and acts to interrupt and 
dismantle white supremacist structures, transforming ourselves and our 
church to become a living embodiment of justice and peace.

St. Paul & the Redeemer

Let’s Get Connected
Fill out one of these cards, which you 
can find in the backs of the chairs 
and drop it in the offering basket or 
give it to a member of the clergy. 

OR
Stop by the Welcome Table, which is 
near the west entrance to the church.

AND
Check-in and follow SPR on 
social media: facebook.com/
sprchicago and @sprchicago

You Are Welcome

Can I receive communion?
Yes. Everyone, without exception, is invited to receive communion. 

When am I supposed to stand?
At any point in the service, it’s perfectly fine for you to remain seated as you’re com-
fortable. We do have customary times when we stand or kneel; these are indicat-
ed by the italicized instructions throughout the service. There are also times when 
it is customary to cross ourselves, and if you wish to do so, the  +  indicates that.

Are children welcome here?
Yes. Children are invited to participate actively in the service. Also, coloring pages, 
crayons, and books are at the entrances to the church. Nursery care is available. 

Where are the restrooms?
There are single-user, gender-neutral restrooms down the southwest stairs and 
also through the northeast door of the sanctuary. 

Is there wheelchair accessibility?
Yes. An accessible restroom is through the northeast door of the sanctuary. There 
is an elevator which gives access to the first floor, lower level, and parish hall. 
Everyone is invited to remain seated at any point during the service, as needed.

How about hearing assistance?
We can help there, too. Hearing-assistance devices are available from the ushers.

Children’s Formation
Nursery, 9:00a-12:30p | Professionally staffed nursery care is available 
during the services for children ages 0-4. The nursery is down the southwest 
stairs. Changing tables are in the downstairs restrooms and the nursery.
 
Children’s Chapel, 9:30a-9:45a | During the sermon at the 9:15 service, 
children from preschool to second grade are invited to a special liturgy in 
the children’s chapel, featuring songs and a Bible story. 

Godly Play 10:20a-11:05a | Children in preschool through fifth grade are 
invited to Godly Play today, December 22, at 10:20am. We will continue  
the Advent story. Children are invited to join Godly Play at any time during 
the year. To learn more about volunteering with Godly Play, contact director of 
children’s formation Cynthia Bagrowski (bagrowski@
sprchicago.org).

Choir rehearsals resume on Thursday, January 9. All experience levels and 
newcomers welcome. 
St. Nicholas Choir (Kindergarten–2nd grade): Thursday Rehearsal 6–6:30pm. 
Contact: Gretchen Eng (eng@sprchicago.org). 
SPR Choristers (3rd Grade and above): Thursday rehearsal 6–7:30pm. Contact: 
Christian Clough (clough@sprchicago.org). 
Teen & Adult Choirs: Thursday rehearsal 7-8:40pm. Contact Christian Clough 
(clough@sprchicago.org).

SPR Choirs

Youth Formation
Youth Formation, Sundays, 10:20a-11:05a | In Youth Formation, we gather 
for 45 minutes to enjoy donuts and discussion. We've pondered questions like 
“Is God male?”; “Did God write the Bible?”; and “What is the real meaning of 
Christmas?” Formation is off and will resume on January 5, 2020.
Youth Group, Sundays, 5-7p | Youth Group is a weekly fellowship gathering 
(including dinner) on Sundays during the program year, typically from 5-7p. 
Check out our info board outside of the youth room, subscribe to the SPR parish's 
weekly email blast, or follow us at @SPRYouth for updated scheduling info. Youth 
group will resume again in January 5, 2020.
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THE WORD OF GOD
Throughout the bulletin, the congregation is to say all bolded text aloud. 

When the bell rings, please stand as able and sing.
Entrance Hymn

Prelude

The Hymnal 1982 #102 “Once in royal David’s city”
Words: Sts. 1-2 and 4-6, Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), alt.; st. 3, James Waring McCrady (b. 1938)
Music: Irby, 87. 87. 77, melody Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876); harm. Arthur Henry Mann (1850-1929)
Stanza 3 Words Copyright © 1982, James Waring McCrady. Music Copyright © 1957, Novello and Company Limited. Used by permission.

Prelude on Divinum Mysterium        
 T. Frederick H. Candlyn  (1892-1964)
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Welcome
+ Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.

The Collect of the Day

The Lessons

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah 61:10-62:3

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my whole being shall exult in my God;

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations.

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
and her salvation like a burning torch.

The nations shall see your vindication, 
and all the kings your glory;

and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the Lord will give.

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, 
you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
Please be seated.
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All sing.

The Hymnal 1982 #105 “Angels from the realms of glory”
Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854), alt.
Music: Regent Square, 87. 87. 87, Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879)

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our 
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a 
disciplinarian.
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7A reading from Paul's letter to the Galatians.
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Please stand as able and sing.

The Hymnal 1982 #82 “Of the Father’s love begotten”
Words: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-410?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) and Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877), alt.
Music: Divinum mysterium, 87. 87 with Refrain, Sanctus trope, 11th cent.; adapt. Piae Cantiones, 1582
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At the + below, you are invited to trace a cross over your forehead, your mouth, and over your heart.

+ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and 
his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

John 1:1-18

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon
Today’s Preacher: The Rev. Catherine Healy, Rector

Children in preschool to second grade are invited to their own liturgy in the chapel. They will return at the peace. 

Children’s Chapel (@ 9:15 only)

Please be seated.

Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess the faith of the church. 
All stand as able. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body +, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Prayers of the People, Form IV.
Requests for prayers can be sent to Barnabas Pusnur at pusnur@sprchicago.org.

The Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in 
the world. 
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the 
common good.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your 
honor and glory.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Comfort those who are ailing, whether in body, mind, or spirit, and sustain them with your Spirit. We pray especially for Anna Comfort 
and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of 
your salvation. We pray especially for Anna Braucher, Mary Johnson (friend of Mary Naftzger), Willie C. Spraggins (aunt of Jo Ann 
Roberts), Sally Wolcott and her family, Eli Taylor (brother-in-law of Cheryl Vanorsby), Rock Sehr, William Starnes, Jr. (brother of Pam 
Anderson), Cheryl Vanorsby, A. Henry Randall, Jr. (grandfather of Evan Randall), Sophie Dillard (granddaughter of Robert and Sheila 
Bator), Naomi Haynes, George Whitley, Sean Knight (son of Shirley Knight), Tim Sehr, William Starnes (father of Pam Anderson), 
Jewel Starnes (mother of Pam Anderson), Leatrice Mowatt, Katherine Beetle Broadway (family of Tonsgards), Bronwen O’Wril (sister 
of Persis Berlekamp), Chris Wiley (cousin of Camille Long), and Barbara Brown (sister of Crystal Plummer).
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your 
saints in your eternal kingdom. We remember Arthur Shepard Rone (12/16, brother of Ronne Hartfield), Louise Bohrer (12/16/2005, 
mother of Tim Bohrer), Margaret Clark (12/16/2011, parishioner), Phillip Woll (12/20/2004, brother of Bruce Woll), and Grace 
Pollard (12/21/1999, grandmother of David Farris).
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We joyfully thank you for those celebrating birthdays, including Vance Lauderdale (12/17), Anna Mary Wallace (12/18), Clara 
Christensen (12/19), David Stewart (12/20), and Caroline Oldstone-Jackson (12/21); and those celebrating anniversaries, including 
Hannah & Tayo Adegoke (12/17), and Barbra Goering & James Murray (12/18).
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
I invite you to offer your own prayers and thanksgivings, ending each with “Lord, in your mercy.”
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you”: Regard not our sins, but the faith of 
your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where you reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, mother of 
us all, now and for ever. Amen.
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Confession and Absolution
Let us confess our sins to God.
All bow or kneel as able.

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, + forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen. 

The Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.  

All greet one another and return to their seats. Some announcements will be given, but there’s much more to find out in the front and 
back pages of this bulletin.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory

The Great Thanksgiving
All stand as the offering is brought to the altar. 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he 
shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

All sing. 

The Hymnal 1982 #S-125
Music: from A Community Mass, Richard Proulx (1927-2010)
Copyright © 1971, 1977, 2006, 2010 by GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704721.

Two Christmas Improvisations
Paul Manz (1919-2009)

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be 
your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out 
of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me."
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Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen.

 The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, Eucharistic Prayer B.

The Hymnal 1982 #79: “Love came down at Christmas”
Words: Christina Rossetti (1830-1894), alt.
Music: Gartan, 67. 67, melody from Petrie Collection of Irish Melodies, Part II, 1902; harm. David Evans (1874-1948)
Copyright © by permission of Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

The Breaking of the Bread

All sing. 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this 
wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 
Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
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The gifts of God for the people of God.

All, without exception, are invited to receive communion. If you want gluten-free bread, tell the priest. If you would like a blessing in 
place of communion, cross your arms over your chest. If you are unable to come to the altar and would like to receive communion at 
your seat, tell an usher. The ushers will help each section up to the altar. Don’t worry; all will be fed.

Healing Prayer 
If you would like to be prayed for individually, you are invited to the area in front of the columbarium (in the southeast corner of the 
sanctuary) after you have received communion, where a prayer team member will pray with you briefly before you return to your seat. 

The Hymnal 1982 #98 “Unto us a boy is born”
Words: Latin carol, 15th cent., tr. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936), alt.
Music: Puer nobis nascitur, 77. 77, melody from Piae Cantiones, 1582; harm. Geoffrey Turton Shaw (1879-1943)

All sing.
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Sending Forth
Please stand. 

Let us pray.
Eternal God, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Presider blesses the people. You are invited to cross yourself as the Presider traces a cross over the congregation.

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, mother of us all, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Book of Occasional Services, Advent blessing, p. 9

The Hymnal 1982 #105 “God rest you merry, gentlemen”
Words: London carol, 18th cent.. Music: God Rest You Merry, 76. 76. 86 with Refrain, melody from Little Book of Christmas Carols, ca. 1850
harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944)

All sing.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

In Dulci Jubilo      
Johann Heinrich Buttstett (1666-1727)

Postlude
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SPR Groups and Programs
Please consider joining one of these groups or programs. New participants are 
always welcome. 

Bible Study: Every Thursday, 10-11am in the Byllesby Room. Contact: Kerstin 
Wellbery (kara.kerstin@gmail.com).
Open Kitchen: The Sunday before the third Monday of each month, 12:30pm 
in the Kitchen. Contact: Fran Spaltro (pambasilea@gmail.com).
Fiber Arts: Every second Sunday of the month at 12:30pm in the Byllesby 
Room. Contact: Rebecca Luttrell (southsideknitter@gmail.com).
Arts Committee: Every second Sunday of the month, 12:30pm in the Chapel. 
Contact: Jim Wright (jimphotoguy1@gmail.com).  
20s & 30s Group: Monthly for fellowship. Contact: Julia McMillan 
(mcmillan013@gmail.com).
50s & Better Group: Monthly for fellowship. Contact: Sheila Bator (sbator@aol.
com).
SPR Choirs: All experience levels and newcomers welcome. 

St. Nicholas Choir (Kindergarten–2nd grade): Thursday Rehearsal 
6–6:30pm. Contact: Gretchen Eng (eng@sprchicago.org). 
SPR Choristers (3rd Grade and above): Thursday rehearsal 6–7:30pm. 
Contact: Christian Clough (clough@sprchicago.org). 
Teen & Adult Choirs: Thursday rehearsal 7-8:40pm. Contact Christian 
Clough (clough@sprchicago.org).

COMING UP

Partnership with Community Renewal Society
The SPR Vestry and Anti-Racism Working Group are excited to announce our 
new partnership with the Community Renewal Society (CRS). CRS is a 136-year-
old faith-based organization that works to address social justice issues at the 
intersection of race and poverty at local and state levels. CRS will work with 
our congregation to create a team of parishioners who are interested in doing 
action-oriented justice work, in order to complement, strengthen, and focus the 
energy of our current ministries.
Please look forward to a formation on Sunday, January 12 at 10:20am 
to learn more about CRS and what this partnership means for SPR. Please 
email antiracism@sprchicago.org if you have any questions.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Faith in Action Assembly 
Please join the SPR Anti-Racism Working Group in celebration of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy. We are organizing a group to attend the 
Community Renewal Society’s Faith in Action Assembly, which will include 
worship and a panel discussion with youth from across the Chicagoland 
area. The event will take place on Monday, January 20 from 8am to noon 
at Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, 2151 W. Washington Boulevard. 
Childcare will be provided during the assembly for ages three and up. Please 
sign up in the narthex or by emailing antiracism@sprchicago.org, and indicate if 
you need a ride and/or childcare.

Global Creche Exhibit
A special display of nativity scenes from a dozen countries will be exhibited in 
the Byllesby Room from Tuesday, December 24 through Monday, January 6. 
Please visit this exhibit to learn about the global traditions around Christmas.    

Memorial Service for Scott Lee
A memorial service for Scott Strickland Lee, late partner of SPR member Jane 
McCamant, will take place at St. Paul & the Redeemer on Saturday, January 11, 
at 4:00pm. Jane would like to extend a warm invitation to all members of the 
church to attend the service, whether you knew Scott or not. She hopes that this 
service can be an opportunity for all of us to remember our own beloved dead 
and hear again the Gospel message that death is not the final word.
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